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MISSION STATEMENT 
The purpose of the 

MODESTO DIXIELAND JAZZ SOCIETY 
 

To preserve & promote our unique American  
National music treasure for future generations, 
 
To give jazz musicians opportunities to share 
their talent with appreciative audiences, 
 
To encourage youth to learn & to continue the 
original American art form of playing jazz. 

2008 
Board Members 

 
President 

Mary Menz 
 

1st Vice-President 
Jeannie Wemken 

(Publicity) 
 

2nd Vice-President 
Margaret Squires 
(Music Director) 

 
3rd Vice-President 

Rozetta McNulty 
(Membership) 

 
Secretary 
Jan Leer 

 
Treasurer 

Mac McCarter 
 

Members @ Large 
Deck Hogin 

David Livingston 
Drew Mercer 
Elinor Purdy 

Have you been to the 
club’s web page? 

 
The Modesto Dixieland 

Jazz Society has a new web 
page. 

On the site you will be able 
to see a calendar  

of upcoming bands, learn 
how to join the Club,  

see who the current Club 
officers are and  

much, much more. 
 
So come visit us on the web 

at 
www.modestodixieland.com. 

Next Board meeting 
Tuesday, May 27th, 

7:00 pm, at  
Rozetta McNulty’s home. 

This Melbourne-based band plays an exciting style of music inspired by the 
happy and carefree jazz of the 1920s. Their extensive repertoire embraces Dixie-
land favorites, popular tunes from the 20s and 30s, as well as compositions by 
such legendary Australian jazzmen as Graeme Bell and Ade Monsbourgh, both 
of whom have performed with the band. 
 
Admission for this month will be $10 for everyone. 

 

Sacramento Jubilee Discount Badges for Sale! 
 

All Events badges $85 (discounted from $100) 
Single Day badges $34 (discounted from $40) 

 
See Margaret at the meeting or call her (209) 988-2334 

Elections coming up in June 
 
 

Election time is around the corner for the club. We will be holding the vote for our  
officers at the June meeting. All positions are open for the election. 

 
• Persons interested in running for an office must be dues-paying members in good 

standing with the club. 
 
If you are interested in becoming a board member, contact Darrell Staats at (209) 522-
2317 or e-mail him at dareljons@yahoo.com. 



 

 

What makes a good party?  Friends, food and good  
music.  At least that's my idea of a good party.  It sure 
seemed like we threw a good party last month.  Someone 
even suggested we do that every month.  I'm not so 
sure about that!  But having a rent party every year 
might be doable. 
 
Once again, I would like to extend my thanks to each of 
the band leaders and band members who made our rent 
party so successful.  Thanks also to all of you who  
attended in support of our Society.  We definitely could 
not do it without your help!  I do not have exact  
numbers, but we raised enough to give us a small cushion 
in our bank account. 
 
It should come as no surprise that paying our guest 
band each month is the biggest expense that our Jazz 
Society incurs.  Unfortunately, we do not always have 
enough people attending a monthly meeting to cover the 
expense of the band.  Now, there are two ways of  
dealing with this situation.  We can reduce expenses or 
increase income.  Reduce expenses by paying the bands 

  
YOUR NAME HERE!YOUR NAME HERE!  

 

Help support the 
MODESTO  
DIXIELAND 

JAZZ SOCIETY 
by placing an advertisement for your 

business in the Jazzette. 

A Lagniappe From Lady Reed 

less.  As a musician myself, I highly disagree with this solution.  Musicians have invested incredible amounts of 
time and money to become proficient at their instrument.  I have thousands of dollars worth of instruments at 
my house.  One time my mother made the comment "Oh, my!  Are those all yours?"  Yes, they are.  And that's 
just me!  I don't gig as much or at the same level that our guest bands do.  There also is the old saying "You get 
what you pay for."  I could offer less money for our guest bands, but we will be sacrificing quality.  So as I look 
at it, paying the musicians less is not an option. 
 
So let's look at the second solution, increasing income.  We can do that in two ways.  We can increase the  
admission fee.  Nobody wants to do that.  Prices are going up on everything.  I really would not like to hop on the 
"raise the price" band wagon.  BUT!  That is an option.  Rather, I prefer raising something else.  Let's raise the 
number of attendees at our monthly meetings.  If we get more people, and more money in the bank, we can keep 
the high quality of music that we have enjoyed for years. 
 
Looking ahead to our May meeting, we will be hosting the Creole Bells from Australia.  Those of you who enjoy the 
Turk Murphy/Lu Watters style of West Coast Jazz will be happy.  Go out and spread the word!  Get a lot of  
people to the meeting!  We can't just expect people to magically appear!  Offer people a ride to the meeting!  
Let's not keep our Society a secret! 
 
I leave you this month with a sad story of a drummer with a jazz band.  This poor drummer always drags.  The 
band leader is constantly on him to pick it up, get on top of the beat.  This goes on and finally the band leader has 
no choice but to fire the drummer.  The drummer is so distraught that he goes down to the railway and throws 
himself behind a train. 
 



 

 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Modesto Dixieland Jazz Society 

  

Annual Membership includes subscription and postage to the 
monthly newsletter, Jazzette. 

 

 FAMILY  $25       SINGLE  $15 
 

 NEW      RENEWAL    CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
 

      Date: _______________  
 
      Name: ___________________________________ 
 
      Address: _________________________________ 
 
      City: __________________  State: ____________ 
 
      Zip: ___________ Phone: ___________________ 
 
      E-Mail: __________________________________ 

 
 

  I am enclosing an additional $_______  
      for the MDJS General Fund. 
 

  I am enclosing an additional $_______ 
      for  the Youth Band Scholarship Fund. 
 

  I am interested in volunteering for   
      Club functions. 
 

PLEASE MAIL TO:  
MDJS c/o Rozetta McNulty 

4330 Highway 108 
Riverbank, CA 95367 

Thank you for your help in keeping Traditional Jazz alive! 

Mr. Q Productions 
Presents 

 

MUSIC IN OAKDALE 
Hosted by 

Ron Quintanal 
Keeping Live Music Alive 

 
All concerts  
7:30 pm at 

Magnolia School 

739 Magnolia, Oakdale 
 

TICKETS 
Jazz Unlimited Shows - Adults $10.00 / Seniors $7 / Students $5 

 
All tickets available at the door only 

2008 Schedule 
May 15 The Blues and More  

 Jazz Unlimited Big Band 
Featuring The Songbirds 

• Dance Floor Open at most concerts 



 

 

View these photos and more online at www.modestodixieland.com/clubphotos 

Special thanks to  
Forrest Jackson 

for capturing the event for 
the Club 



 

 

ATTENTION FRIENDS 
If you know of someone who is ill, celebrated a birthday or could use 

some cheering up, contact Jeannie Wemken at 524-3517. 

MARY MENZ 
President 
P.O. Box 576123 
Modesto, CA 95354 
(209) 522-1571 

Send news items to the JAZZETTE the last week of the month to appear in the coming issue. Mail to... 
MODESTO DIXIELAND JAZZ SOCIETY 

P.O. Box 576123 
Modesto, CA 95357 

Or e-mail to jazzette@dixielandgumbo.com 

MODESTO DIXIELAND JAZZ SOCIETY CALENDAR  
 

May  — Creole Bells from Australia 
June  — JassCity Jazz Band 
July  —  Fulton Street Jazz Band 
Aug —  Bob Sakoi, Bob Williams 

Monthly Trad Jazz Schedule 
1st Sunday:  Stockton Jazz Society -- Elk's Lodge 
2nd Sunday:  Sacramento Jazz Society, Dante Club; www.sacjazz.org 
  Fresno Jazz Society -- Venues vary; Call (559) 292-3999 
3rd Sunday:  Modesto Jazz Society, Modesto Moose Lodge 
4th Sunday:  South Bay Jazz Society, Elk's Lodge, Palo Alto 

SUNDAY,  MAY 18, 2008 — 12:00 TO 5:00 PM  
MODESTO MOOSE LODGE, 821 5TH ST. • MODESTO 
 

Many thanks to all the members who  
donated additional money,  

either by mail or at the door.  

Thanks Helping Keep Jazz Alive 


