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Dixieland Jazz at Modesto Moose Lodge 

821 5th St. • Modesto 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The purpose of the 

MODESTO DIXIELAND JAZZ SOCIETY 
 

To preserve & promote our unique American  
National music treasure for future generations, 
 
To give jazz musicians opportunities to share 
their talent with appreciative audiences, 
 
To encourage youth to learn & to continue the 
original American art form of playing jazz. 

2008-09 
Board Members 

 
President 
Jan Leer 
985-2223 

 
1st Vice-President 
Jeannie Wemken 

(Publicity) 
524-3517 

 
2nd Vice-President 
Margaret Squires 
(Music Director) 

988-2334 
 

3rd Vice-President 
Rozetta McNulty 

(Membership) 
869-2024 

 
Secretary 

Jerry Cox 
529-3194 

 
Treasurer 

Mac McCarter 
 

Members @ Large 
Ernie Bucio 

985-5712 
David Livingston 

606-2056 
Forrest Jackson 

Elinor Purdy 
 

Immediate Past President 
(Ex-Officio) 
Mary Menz 

What a great band we 
have coming up for our 
August meeting.  Bob has 
assembled some of his 
friends to entertain us.  Not 
only are they Bob's friends, 
that alone is an amazing 
feat, but they are all first 
class, all star caliber  
musicians.  Several of the 
musicians have been to 
our Society before as 
members of other Guest 
Bands.  But you will see a 
few new faces also.   
 
Lets start with the rhythm 
section:  
 
Bill Dendle, on banjo, is 
the former leader of the 
South Market Street 
Band.  His performances 
at the Sacramento Jubilee 
with Eddie Erickson are 
always "standing-room-only".  
Bill also performs regularly 
with the great song bird, 
Shelly Burns and with 
many other all-star  
performers.  Bill also is the 
director of the Sacramento 
Traditional Jazz Society 
Youth Trad Jazz Camps. 
 

Darrell Fernandez, on 
string bass, is no stranger 
to MDJS.  He was here 
last month with the great 
Fulton Street Jazz Band.  
Darrell is one of the  
busiest bass players in 
the valley, in high demand 
by instrumentalists and 
vocalists alike.  Originally 
from Hawaii, he performed 
there with guitarist Joe 
Pass and the great 
Trummy Young, of Louis 
Armstrong Fame. 
 
Joey Ventitelli on drums 
is a new face for us at 
MDJS. Joey is Sacramento's 
hardest working drummer.  

Originally from Los Angeles, 
he moved to New Orleans 
in the early '90's to study 
with Ellis Marsalis at the 
University of New Orleans, 
in the streets and on 
bandstands of the "Big 
Easy."  It was in the  
Crescent City that he  
developed his love of jazz, 
sitting in at the world  
famous Preservation Hall 
with the great Wendell 
Brunious (Trumpet) and 
studying with all of the 
great N.O. drummers like 
Herlin Riley, Shannon 
Powell and Joe Lastie 
among others. 

(Bob & Friends, continued on page 5) 

Next Board Meeting 
Sept. 30th 

Jan Leer’s house 
1045 Dakota Ave, 

Modesto 

 

This month’s guest band is 
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T hose of you that have known 
me for some time, know my 

two passions are music and sports.   
Participation in either activity can be 
done as an individual or as team.  As 
the Board of a musical organization, 
we are the leaders of a team and 
team members are chosen because of 
their skills.  Players are positioned 
by their strengths, and at times their 
stats, in a clutch situation.  Currently 
our club finds itself in a clutch  
situation.  As manager of this team, I 
find myself measuring competence, 
and I have several All-stars on the 
MDJS team! 
 
At our last board meeting we had a 
s t e l l a r  p e r f o r m a n c e  f r o m  
Margaret Squires, with her work 
on our nonprofit status compliance.  
She has spent many, many hours 
doing research and making phone 
calls. Our treasurer, Mac McCarter 
stepped up to assist with financial 
records that are much needed for  
completion of our game plan. Also 
contributing time and talents was 
Michael Mooney with his work on 
the revision of our By-Laws.  We 
should soon have something for you 
to peruse and vote upon. 
 
In other areas, we are dealing with a 
n e e d  t o  i n c r e a s e  o u r  
membership.  This is where every 
single member of our team (that's 
you!) may step up. Michelle Abell 
was a guest at our meeting and we 
appreciate the presentation of  
promotional techniques that she  
contributed. Our membership  
director, Rozetta McNulty, and 
pinch hitter Norma Brewster, are 
assisting with their skills here, and 
ideas for increasing our membership 
are forthcoming. 
 
Last month I welcomed two of our 
new board members to our team and 

inadvertently overlooked our new 
secretary, JJ Cox. It is indeed a 
pleasure to have her on board, on the 
Board.  Her assistance and expertise 
will definitely make an impact.  
 
It was also a pleasure to see some 
new faces at the July club  
meeting.  Hopefully, attendance will 
continue to grow. Thanks to all the 
jammers, with special thanks to a 
new jammer, Janet Seay, for giving 
Rozetta a break on piano.  It sounds 
like she would like to continue to 
jam with us. 
 
See you all and the August Club 
Meeting! 

 
Meet The Team... 

 
 
As one of our new Jazzette features, 
each month, I would like to  
introduce you to a member of our 
team.  Each of us has many unique 
personal attributes that rarely surface 
at our monthly club meetings. 
Thanks, Mary, for being the first to 
be highlighted. 
 
Board Position: Immediate Past 
President (Ex-Officio) - Mary Menz 
 
Mary has managed this MDJS Team 
since I was recruited and brought up 
to play secretary.  I now find myself 

in her position, and thankfully she is 
still handy to contribute her  
knowledge and advice.  
 
Mary is a retired State worker,  
married to Fred Herman.  She has a 
daughter, Corrine Lewis, of  
Sacramento, and a son, Sean  
Kanousis, of New York City,  She 
has two grandchildren, Justin, age 
sixteen, and Benjamin, age five.  Her 
interests, other than music, include 
cooking, entertaining, and politics. 
 
Mary first heard about MDJS on 
KUOP, the radio station that  
broadcasts from the University of 
the Pacific in Stockton.  On Sunday 
mornings they used to feature  
Dixieland Jazz.  One Sunday, they 
announced there would be a jazz 
band at the DoubleTree in Modesto.  
She first attended a club meeting 
about 1996 and became a member in 
2000. 
 
The first new friends that Mary 
made at the club were Nanette and 
Thom Olson.  She joined because 
she loved Dixieland and Trad Jazz 
and she loved to dance. 
 
Mary's favorite music styles include 
Argentine Tango and Ragtime.  She 
just returned from a trip to Argentina 
where she delighted in authentic 
Tango music.  Mary enjoys all styles 
of Ballroom dancing.  At the Club 
we can see Mary step to just about 
any beat.   
 
Thanks Mary, for all the things you 
do for Modesto Dixieland Jazz  
Society. 

Musically Speaking 
President’s Message 
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View these photos and more online at www.modestodixieland.com/clubphotos 

Special thanks to  
Forrest Jackson 

for capturing the event for 
the Club 
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YOUR NAME HERE!YOUR NAME HERE!  
 
 
 
 
 

Help support the 

MODESTO  
DIXIELAND 

JAZZ SOCIETY 
by placing an advertisement for your business 

in the Jazzette. 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Modesto Dixieland Jazz Society 

  

Annual Membership includes subscription and postage to the 
monthly newsletter, Jazzette. 

 

 FAMILY  $25       SINGLE  $15 
 

 NEW      RENEWAL    CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
 

      Date: _______________  
 
      Name: ___________________________________ 
 
      Address: _________________________________ 
 
      City: __________________  State: ____________ 
 
      Zip: ___________ Phone: ___________________ 
 
      E-Mail: __________________________________ 

 
 

  I am enclosing an additional $_______  
      for the MDJS General Fund. 
 

  I am enclosing an additional $_______ 
      for  the Youth Band Scholarship Fund. 
 

  I am interested in volunteering for   
      Club functions. 
 

PLEASE MAIL TO:  
MDJS c/o Rozetta McNulty 

4330 Highway 108 
Riverbank, CA 95367 

Thank you for your help in keeping Traditional Jazz alive! 

See the ReunitedSee the Reunited  
  

  

66--9 pm, Wednesdays9 pm, Wednesdays  
at the  

Barkin’ Dog Grill 
940 11th St, Modesto 

(209) 572-2341 
 

Listen to High-Energy Dixieland Music 
No Cover Charge 
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A big thank you to Bob 
Ringwald and all of the members 
of Fulton Street for the music 
they provided last month.  I liked 
the tight harmonies on “From 
Monday On” arranged by Jim 
Maihak.  “High Society” also 
arranged by Jim was outstanding 
also.  Loved the clarinet/trumpet 
duet .   How about Bob 
“Satchmo” Sakoi on “Blue 
Turning Grey” and “West End 
Blues”…..Gerry Cox, you 
missed a good one! 
Bob sang one of my favorites, 
“Old Bones”, for me.  That song 
will always remind me of Chuck 
Eastman.  The first time I heard 
that song, was Chuck singing 
with Catsnjammers. 
 

Speaking of Chuck, one of his 
best friends, Bruce Stuart, 
passed away in July.  Bruce was a 
fine trombone player with  
Tuleburg and Jambalaya Jazz 
bands, and subbed on trombone 
with several other bands.  He also 
founded and directed the  
Brentwood Community Band.  
Condolences to his wife, Sue, and 
the family. 
 
Congratulations are due to Tom 
and Sandy, our hosts at The 
Moose Lodge.  They were married 
the end of June.  Congrats and 
best wishes to you both! 
 
It was great to see and hear Tom 
Castles on a jam set.  Of course, 
the ongoing bickering between 
our jazz society founders Deck 

Hogin and Lynn Russell is never 
to be missed!  We had a new  
piano player jamming with us.  
Janet Seay plays piano, trumpet 
and French horn with several 
groups in the area.  She is also an 
accomplished vocalist.  Give her 
a call if you need some lessons.  
She just finished building her 
own studio. 
 
See you Sunday at the Moose! 

A Lagniappe From Lady Reed 

 
Now for the front line: 
 
Bob Williams on trombone is 
well known in the Modesto area,  
having grown up here and  
attended Downey High School.  
Bob was the leader, and  
co-founder, of the Wooden Nickel 
Jass Band, in it's time, one of the 
hottest, if not the hottest, bands 
on the festival circuit.  He also 
performs with Fulton Street Jazz 
Band, and any other band that 
will let him in!  I could go on and 
on about Bob's talents on  
trombone, but as the World's 
Most Modest Man, I know that 
would highly embarrass him! 
 
Reed player Otis Morning was 
co-founder of Wooden Nickel Jass 
Band.  He is a highly in-demand 
musician and one of the most 
facile clarinet players you are 
ever likely to encounter.  Most 

recently he played with the 10th 
Avenue Jazz Band.  Not only is 
Otis a phenomenal musician, 
he's an all around good guy. 
 
Bob Sakoi on trumpet is not only 
familiar to many as the leader/
trumpet of JazzCity and trumpet 
player with Fulton Street Jazz 
Band, he is also a new Modesto 
resident.  He is a welcome addition 
to the local music scene.   
Welcome to Modesto, Bob! 
 
Which Bob has the friends?   
Neither of them would tell! 
  

(Bob & Friends, continued from page 1) 

Have you been to the 
club’s web page? 

 
The Modesto Dixieland Jazz Society has 

a new web page. 
 

On the site you will be able to see a  
calendar  of upcoming bands, learn how to 

join the Club, see who the current Club 
officers are and much, much more. 

 
So come visit us on the web at 
www.modestodixieland.com. 
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ATTENTION FRIENDS 
If you know of someone who is ill, celebrated a birthday or could use 

some cheering up, contact Jeannie Wemken at 524-3517. 

JAN LEER 
President 
P.O. Box 576123 
Modesto, CA 95357 
(209) 985-2223 

Send news items to the JAZZETTE the last week of the month to appear in the coming issue. Mail to... 
MODESTO DIXIELAND JAZZ SOCIETY 

P.O. Box 576123 
Modesto, CA 95357 

Or e-mail to jazzette@modestodixieland.com 

MODESTO DIXIELAND JAZZ SOCIETY CALENDAR 
 
• Sept — Creole Jazz Kings 
• Oct — Pirates Cove Jazz Band 
• Nov — Knight Sounds Big Band 
 

Monthly Trad Jazz Schedule 
1st Sunday:  Stockton Jazz Society -- Elk's Lodge 
2nd Sunday:  Sacramento Jazz Society, Dante Club; www.sacjazz.org 
  Fresno Jazz Society -- Venues vary; Call (559) 292-3999 
3rd Sunday:  Modesto Jazz Society, Modesto Moose Lodge 
4th Sunday:  South Bay Jazz Society, Elk's Lodge, Palo Alto 

SUNDAY,  AUGUST 17, 2008 — 12:00 TO 5:00 PM  
MODESTO MOOSE LODGE, 821 5TH ST. • MODESTO 
 

Many thanks to all the members who  
donated additional money,  

either by mail or at the door.  

Thanks Helping Keep Jazz Alive 


