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SEPTEMBER 21, 2008 — Vol. 27 No. 6 
Dixieland Jazz at Modesto Moose Lodge 

821 5th St. • Modesto 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The purpose of the 

MODESTO DIXIELAND JAZZ SOCIETY 
 

To preserve & promote our unique American  
National music treasure for future generations, 
 
To give jazz musicians opportunities to share 
their talent with appreciative audiences, 
 
To encourage youth to learn & to continue the 
original American art form of playing jazz. 

2008-09 
Board Members 

 
President 
Jan Leer 
985-2223 

 
1st Vice-President 
Jeannie Wemken 

(Publicity) 
524-3517 

 
2nd Vice-President 
Margaret Squires 
(Music Director) 

988-2334 
 

3rd Vice-President 
Rozetta McNulty 

(Membership) 
869-2024 

 
Secretary 

Jerry Cox 
529-3194 

 
Treasurer 

Mac McCarter 
 

Members @ Large 
Ernie Bucio 

985-5712 
David Livingston 

606-2056 
Forrest Jackson 

Elinor Purdy 
 

Immediate Past President 
(Ex-Officio) 
Mary Menz 

A few grad students from 
CSU, Stanislaus and 
Fresno State were moping 
over a pitcher of beer one 
night back in 1986. All music 
majors and bored with the 
daily life of a student and 
singing Barbershop in the 
Pizza Joints for beer, 
someone said “Let’s start a 
band!” Just like the old 
Mickey Rooney movies, 
the Creole Jazz Kings 
were born. With a lot of 
enthusiasm, a bit of talent, 
and lots on encouragement 
from the founding fathers 
of the Modesto Dixieland 
Jazz society, the Creole 
jazz Kings played their 
first gig in 1986. 
 
The band went on to  
become favorites of many 
jazz societies and festivals, 
performing nearly 2000 
gigs in the past 20 years. 

Festivals include the  
Sacramento Jazz Jubilee 
for many years, Monterey, 
Sisters Oregon, Pismo 
Beach, Three Rivers, 
Fresno, and many others. 
Traveling to Hawaii, Mex-
ico, and all over the West-
ern United States, the 
Kings earned a reputation 

for playing Hot Jazz with 
the Jazz King Sound. 
 
The Jazz Kings have been 
playing at The Barking 

Dog, 940 11th St, in  
Modesto every Wednesday 
since July of 2007! They 
play from 6-9 and guarantee 
a good time with lots of 
fun and surprises. You will 
hear West Coast Jazz, 
blues, lots of great vocals, 
standards, and most of all, 
“Hot Jazz a la Creole Jazz 
Kings!” 
 
The Creole Jazz Kings are: 
 
Dan Talbert — Trombone, 
Vocals, Leader; 
Dave Johnson — Cornet, 
Trombone, Vocals;  
Tom Schmidt — Reeds, 
Vocals;  
Daryl Hosick — Piano;  
Keith Baltz — Tuba,  
Vocals;  
Joe Runnels — Drums; 
Al Boomer —Banjo,  
Vocals 

Next Board Meeting 
Sept. 30th 

Jan Leer’s house 
1045 Dakota Ave, 

Modesto 

This month’s guest band is 

Sad News 
Wes Grant, the piano player with Jasscity Jazz Band (formerly Jazztown Revelators), died last week. 

There will be a memorial on Sept. 20 from 1-5pm at the Stockton Elks Club. 
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“...Jazz offers a precise prism 

through which so much of  
American history can be seen." 

-Ken Burns 
 
I mentioned last month in this  
column that one our greatest  
challenges as a club is to boost our 
membership.  It is becoming  
increasingly difficult to meet all our 
financial commitments … then last 
month we were greeted with yet  
another challenge.  The Moose 
Lodge is now being asked to pay 
liability insurance and they have 
requested that we split this  
expense with them.  Until now, our 
only venue expense has been $25 for 
the security guard.  It has been asked 
that we pay an additional $78 per 
month to cover our share of the  
insurance.  In addition to this,  
several bands are asking for more to 
cover their gas  expenses.  All of these  
requests are quite understandable. For 
the quality of our guest bands and 
the welcome atmosphere of the 
Moose Lodge, we still feel we are 
very fortunate. 
 
The Executive Board huddled up for 
a n  e me r g e n cy  me e t i n g  t o  
discuss how we might approach this 
unanticipated expense.  We feel at 
this time our only recourse is to  
reluctantly increase our membership 
dues.  
 
Individual memberships will  
increase to $20 and family  
memberships will increase to $30 
beginning in October. 
 
This will bring us closer in line with 
the other clubs in the valley.  On the 
bright side, we are going to try to 
keep our Club meeting fees the same 
for at least six months. Our  
attendance has been good, but not 

great. Please, everyone can help by 
bringing in new guests and  
potentially, new members. 
 
On a much happier note, we will be 
c e l e b r a t i n g  T o m  C a s t l e ’ s  
one-hundredth birthday next Sunday 
at the club.  There will be lots of 
cake and festive decorations, and of 
course you will get to hear him sing, 
so don’t miss the party! 
 
Please help keep live music alive. 
Help us preserve this rich and  
fascinating aspect of our American 
History. 
 
See you all and the September Club 
Meeting! 
 
 

Last month we introduced a new 
Jazzette feature that highlighted a 
M o d e s t o  D i x i e l a n d  B o a r d  
member.  When we speak of unique 
personal attributes, this lady is a real 
dynamo, as any of her friends can 
tell you.  
 
• Name: Jerry Cox (JJ) 
• Board Position: Secretary 
 
Jerry is a new board member  
recruited this year, volunteering to 
be our club secretary.  She certainly 
brings energy and expertise to our 
board.  She offers many fresh ideas 
and keeps us on our toes. 
 
Jerry is 75 years young and lists her 
occupation as “Wife!”  She is  
married to Gerald Cox, thus the team 
of “Jerry and Gerry!”  She says, 
“We seem to come as a pair.”  She 
has a daughter, Kelly Huber, and a 
son, Jim Bauerline.  I do believe 

there are some grandchildren also. 
 
Husband Gerry was the person that 
i n t r o d u c e d  J e r r y  t o  t h e  
Modesto Dixieland Jazz Society … 
thank you Gerry!  She first  
attended a club meeting in June of 
1998 at the Doubletree Hotel, where 
s h e  m e t  n e w  f r i e n d s ,   
Elinor Purdy and Norma and Dick 
Brewster.  Jerry and Gerry  
became club members because they 
love music and the love to dance.  
 
The Cox’s are also members of the 
Sacramento and Stockton Jazz Clubs 
and the Basic St. Regulars.  They 
enjoy the Foothill 49ers RV Club 
and partake in the Jackson Elk’s 
Club projects.  They travel  
frequently and attend many jazz  
festivals. If we don’t see them at a 
Club meeting, they are probably on 
the road. 
 
Thanks, JJ, for all the fresh ideas 
you are contributing to Modesto 
Dixieland Jazz Society. 

Musically Speaking 
President’s Message 

  Meet The Team ... 
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YOUR NAME HERE!YOUR NAME HERE!  
 
 
 
 
 

Help support the 

MODESTO  
DIXIELAND 

JAZZ SOCIETY 
by placing an advertisement for your business 

in the Jazzette. 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Modesto Dixieland Jazz Society 

  

Annual Membership includes subscription and postage to the 
monthly newsletter, Jazzette. 

 

 FAMILY  $25       SINGLE  $15 
 

 NEW      RENEWAL    CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
 

      Date: _______________  
 
      Name: ___________________________________ 
 
      Address: _________________________________ 
 
      City: __________________  State: ____________ 
 
      Zip: ___________ Phone: ___________________ 
 
      E-Mail: __________________________________ 

 
 

  I am enclosing an additional $_______  
      for the MDJS General Fund. 
 

  I am enclosing an additional $_______ 
      for  the Youth Band Scholarship Fund. 
 

  I am interested in volunteering for   
      Club functions. 
 

PLEASE MAIL TO:  
MDJS c/o Rozetta McNulty 

4330 Highway 108 
Riverbank, CA 95367 

Thank you for your help in keeping Traditional Jazz alive! 

See the ReunitedSee the Reunited  
  

  

66--9 pm, Wednesdays9 pm, Wednesdays  
at the  

Barkin’ Dog Grill 
940 11th St, Modesto 

(209) 572-2341 
 

Listen to High-Energy Dixieland Music 
No Cover Charge 
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View these photos and more online at www.modestodixieland.com/clubphotos 

Special thanks to  
Forrest Jackson 

for capturing the event for 
the Club 

Photo by Larry Graves 
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Help us celebrate a local Jazz Legend’s birthday. Banjo 
player and vocalist Tom Castles will be 100 years old in 
early October so we decided to celebrate his birthday a 

few days early at our September jazz Meeting.  

Photo by Tom Olson 

Photo by Tom Olson 
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Dear Jubilee Fans, 
 
Our 35th annual Sacramento Jazz Jubilee was a grand celebration and a great tribute 
to an event that has become an institution in Sacramento. If you attended the closing 
ceremony at Freeway Gardens, you know the buoyant feeling that everyone carried 
away from the 2008 Jubilee. Even with a stagnant economy, high gas prices, and 
rain, our festival still attracted 63,500 revelers! 
 
To ensure that the Jubilee continues as the healthy institution it is, we are launching 
Campaign 36 and asking for an individual donation of $36 from our volunteers, fans, 
patron members, boosters, and STJS members and board of directors. 
 
Your participation in Campaign 36 is strictly voluntary and 100% tax deductible. 
(Our tax ID number is 23-7132119.) We know that many of you are as passionate 
about the Jubilee as we are, and just as proud of contributing in so many ways to  
enable our event to thrive for 35 years. 
 
In return for your participation — and to say thank you for your help — you'll  
become eligible for our Campaign 36 Drawing next spring. The winner/s will ride in 
a classic car in the Opening Day Parade, and a performance venue will showcase 
your name. 
 
A successful Campaign 36 will put us on the right track to celebrate our 36th year, 
allowing us to look forward to many more Jubilees. 
 
Thank you for your support and generosity in preserving the Sacramento Jazz  
Jubilee. 
 

Please send your $36 check (made payable to STJS) to: 
Sacramento Jazz Jubilee 

2787 Del Monte St. 
West Sacramento, CA 95691 
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WoW!  What a fantastic band we 
had for August!  I had so many 
good comments; I almost didn’t 
know what to do.  For the dozen or 
more people who wanted me to 
book  t hem aga in ,  we’ r e  
working on it.  The thing is, I’m 

not sure who had more fun, the 
musicians or the audience!  Thanks 
to Bob for bringing his friends! 
 
What a nice surprise to see my 
neighbors, and new MDJS  
members, Luis and Gloria,  
returning for a second month to 
hear the music.  This time they 
brought Gloria’s mom who it 
seems already knew about MDJS!  
Be sure to come to the September 
meeting, we’re having a great 

band! 
 
So, it’s back to school time.  I’ve 
been run pretty ragged at the  
music store where I work, renting 
instruments to parents of  
bright-eyed, enthusiastic, budding 
musicians.  Our road sales  
person, and new MDJS board 
member, Ernie Bucio, is more 
ragged than I am.  But no matter 
how hectic it gets at the store, and 
no matter how many years I have 
worked at music stores, I don’t get 
tired of the beaming faces of the 
k i d s  w h e n  I  o p e n  t h e  
instrument case and introduce 
them to their “new best friend.”  I 
tell the kids that the instrument 
knows no bad notes, “so don’t 
teach it any!” 
 
I applaud the parents of these  
children for giving them an  
opportunity to learn music.  Many 
of the kids will give up  
after only a few months, some will 
play through junior high or high 
school.  But some will go on to 
play the rest of their lives.  Some 

w i l l  e v e n  p i c k  u p  t h e  
instrument as adults after years of 
not playing.  Why?  Maybe they 
have realized the joy of music, 
how no matter what else is  
swirling around you, no matter 
who or what has failed you,  
music will never let you down.  
The music can come washing over 
you as a healing balm when you 
are alone or when playing with 
others. 
 
Two high school musicians were 
sent to jazz camps thanks to MDJS 
and it’s members.  Then there is 
t h e  o t h e r  e n d  o f  t h e  
spectrum …Tom Castles who will 
be 100 years young in October.  
That is the blessing of music, 
whether it be playing or  
listening or dancing.  Music knows 
no age or boundaries.  There is 
something for everyone in music. 
 
See you at The Moose! 

A Lagniappe From Lady Reed 

Jazz Campers 
 
Following are “Thank You’s” 
from two young musicians who 
were sent to jazz camps Thanks to  
members of MDJS. 
 
Holly Olsson went to the jazz camp 
he ld  by  the  Sacramento  
Traditional Jazz Society as this 
year’s recipient of our Youth 
Scholarship.  In an e-mail Holly 
writes : 
 
My experience at the Traditional 
Jazz camp in Sacramento was  
absolutely great fun as well as highly 
educational. Meeting with new 

friends, mingling with older ones, 
taking on my weaknesses and  
refining my vocal strengths were 
some of the many things I got from 
my time there. My growth  
throughout just one week is  
astonishing, and I owe it all to the 
help of my sponsor. Thank you so 
much! 
 
 — Holly 
 
Below is a picture of Michael  
Channing at the Jazz Festival in 
Mammoth Lakes.   Through  
individual contributions, members of 
MDJS gave over $200 to help send 
Michael to the Jazz Camp in  

Mammoth.  Michael had never  
played traditional jazz before and is 
now hooked.  He and a few friends 
are forming a band, with Rik  
Nishimori (trumpet/leader of Barkin’ 
Dawg Jazz Band) as their leader. 

Bob & Friends 
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ATTENTION FRIENDS 
If you know of someone who is ill, celebrated a birthday or could use 

some cheering up, contact Jeannie Wemken at 524-3517. 

JAN LEER 
President 
P.O. Box 576123 
Modesto, CA 95357 
(209) 522-1571 

Send news items to the JAZZETTE the last week of the month to appear in the coming issue. Mail to... 
MODESTO DIXIELAND JAZZ SOCIETY 

P.O. Box 576123 
Modesto, CA 95357 

Or e-mail to jazzette@modestodixieland.com 

MODESTO DIXIELAND JAZZ SOCIETY CALENDAR 
 
• Sept — Creole Jazz Kings 
• Oct — Pirates Cove Jazz Band 
• Nov — Knight Sounds Big Band 
 

Monthly Trad Jazz Schedule 
1st Sunday:  Stockton Jazz Society -- Elk's Lodge 
2nd Sunday:  Sacramento Jazz Society, Dante Club; www.sacjazz.org 
  Fresno Jazz Society -- Venues vary; Call (559) 292-3999 
3rd Sunday:  Modesto Jazz Society, Modesto Moose Lodge 
4th Sunday:  South Bay Jazz Society, Elk's Lodge, Palo Alto 

SUNDAY,  SEPTEMBER 21, 2008 — 12:00 TO 5:00 PM  
MODESTO MOOSE LODGE, 821 5TH ST. • MODESTO 
 

Many thanks to all the members who  
donated additional money,  

either by mail or at the door.  

Thanks Helping Keep Jazz Alive 


