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Dixieland Jazz at Modesto Moose Lodge 

821 5th St. • Modesto 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The purpose of the 

MODESTO DIXIELAND JAZZ SOCIETY 
 

To preserve & promote our unique American  
National music treasure for future generations, 
 
To give jazz musicians opportunities to share 
their talent with appreciative audiences, 
 
To encourage youth to learn & to continue the 
original American art form of playing jazz. 

2008-09 
Board Members 

 
President 
Jan Leer 
985-2223 

 
1st Vice-President 
Jeannie Wemken 

(Publicity) 
524-3517 

 
2nd Vice-President 
Margaret Squires 
(Music Director) 

988-2334 
 

3rd Vice-President 
Rozetta McNulty 

(Membership) 
869-2024 

 
Secretary 

Jerry Cox 
529-3194 

 
Treasurer 

Mac McCarter 
 

Members @ Large 
Ernie Bucio 

985-5712 
David Livingston 

606-2056 
Forrest Jackson 

Elinor Purdy 
 

Immediate Past President 
(Ex-Officio) 
Mary Menz 

I  hope you all enjoyed the September 
meeting.  And what a meeting it was.  

One of our hometown bands, Creole Jazz 
Kings, kept our toes tapping all  
afternoon.  Dan was kind enough to play 
Ory’s Creole Trombone for my father who 
was celebrating his birthday that day.  I’m 
not telling you how old Dad is.  You can 
ask him yourself. 
 
That was my nephew, Jacob, dancing with 
Natalie.  Apparently the conversation went 
something like this…..”I don’t know how 
to do this.”  “That’s ok, I don’t know  
either.”  Ah youth, when we weren’t afraid 
to get up and do something unfamiliar and 
didn’t worry if we looked dorky while  
doing it.  Not that Jacob and Natalie looked 
dorky!  I thought it was cool. 
 
How about Tom Castles?  He doesn’t just 
sing; he throws his entire body and soul 
into the tune.  Thanks Tom for sharing your 
birthday with us.  I think we got the best 
present. 
 
About October’s band…Pirate’s Cove.  
Let’s see, what can I tell you about them?  I 

know you’ve never heard of them.  But 
several of our jazz society members play in 
this band.  If you like swing, you’ll be very 
happy on Sunday.  It’ll be nothing but 
swing all afternoon. 
 
Another event will be going on during our 
meeting time on Sunday.   
 

B u c k  Town s e n d ’s  
memorial service will be 
that afternoon.  Some of 
us who are playing for 
the jazz society were also 
asked to play for his  
service. Unfortunately, as 
much as we would like, 
we can’t be in two places 

at once.  I would like to take a moment and 
thank Buck for his contributions to the Arts 
in Modesto.  If you aren’t familiar with 
him, Buck was the founder of TOP 
(Townsend Opera Players), a local opera 
company that has been performing for  
audiences in Modesto for many years. RIP 
Buck and Bravo! 
 
— Margaret Squires, Music Director 

Next Board Meeting 
Nov. 25th 

Jan Leer’s house 
1045 Dakota Ave, 

Modesto 

This month’s guest band is 

New Club Membership Fee 
Individual memberships will increase to $20 per year and family 

memberships will increase to $30 effective October 1st. 
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“Jazz does not belong to one 
race or culture, but is a gift that 

America has given the world.”  
~ Jazz Saxophonist, 

Ahmad Alaadeen 
 
Most of us do not consider our  
music a political statement, but Jazz 
has been called the purest expression 
of American Democracy. It is music 
buil t  on individualism and  
compromise, independence and  
cooperation.  Originally, jazz was 
improvised dance music that was 
built on group interplay.  Through 
the years, and development of many 
different styles, those are still the 
qualities that define jazz.  As a  
musical language of communication, 
jazz is the first indigenous American 
style to affect music in the rest of the 
world. From the beat of ragtime  
syncopation and driving brass bands 
to soaring gospel choirs mixed with 
field hollers and the deep down 
growl of the blues, jazz's many roots 
are celebrated almost everywhere in 
the world. 
 
The name "Dixieland" was most 
likely derived from the Original  
Dixieland Jazz Band, a New Orleans 
group that made the first publicly 
available recording of this style of 
music in 1917. The recording was 
very popular and the band gained 
international prominence as a result. 
Following the rise of Dixieland jazz 
in the 1920s, was a new style  
performed by a larger ensemble. 
These bands, called Big Bands,  
relied increasingly on saxophones 
instead of clarinets, and emphasized 
sectional playing. It was also a time 
when vocalists came to the forefront. 
 
As jazz evolved, highly arranged 
dance music became the norm. Early 
jazz styles began to move into the 
Swing or Big Band period. Large 

jazz bands toured the United States 
filling the radio airwaves with 
swing, a term which became  
synonymous with jazz. 
 
Our next two club meetings will  
feature many of our favorite local 
musicians, and we will be visiting 
many of the jazz styles played by the 
Big Bands of the 30's and 40's and 
50's.  So put on your dancin' shoes 
and come join us. 
 
Please help keep live music alive. 
Help us preserve this rich and  
fascinating aspect of our American 
History.   See you all and the  
October Club Meeting! 

Continuing this month, we would 
like to introduce another Modesto 
Dixieland Board member.   
 
• Name: Rozetta McNulty 
• Board Position: 3rd Vice President 
(Membership) 

Rozetta is serving her second term 
as our Third Vice-President in 
charge of membership. Another 
unique personality, this popular  
Dixieland musician brings her  
leadership talents to our board and 
musical talents to our jam sets.   
 
This past summer, Rozetta  
celebrated her 70th birthday at a  
surprise party given by her family. 

She has two children, a son Brian 
living in Coos Bay, Oregon, and a 
daughter, Kara, in Santa Clarita, 
California.  She also has three  
grandchildren. They visit her often 
on her farm in Riverbank where she 
always has some project in progress.  
Amongst other things, she raises 
goats, chickens, and gophers!  
 
A recently retired schoolteacher, 
Rozetta finds many ways to keep 
busy. In her spare time she has been 
known to substitute for a bridge club 
or play an occasional round of golf.  
She also amuses herself with her 
computer and enjoys reading the 
opinions page in the newspaper. 
 
Rozetta’s musical talents began to 
resurface over 35 years ago.  She 
had played trombone in school and 
knew piano and bass guitar.  MDJS 
member Spike Machado was an old 
acquaintance and he told her she was 
good enough on bass to do  
Dixieland. She began jamming with 
friends and the gig eventually ended 
up at her place.  She joined MDJS 
about eighteen years ago, only to 
find an abundance of bass players so 
she dug out her trombone.  
 
At club meetings, then at the Moose 
Lodge, she met Jim Coates, Deck 
Hogin, and the Olsons.  She enjoyed 
being with people who had similar 
musical interests. Jim invited her to 
check out MoBand and MJC  
Community Concert Band to 
sharpen her skills on trombone.  
Today she participates in many  
different musical groups and plays 
many styles of music.  Thanks,  
Rozetta, for all that you do for live 
music in and around Modesto, and 
the Jazz Society!”  
 
Rozetta’s advice to us: “Long live  
Modesto Dixieland Jazz Society!”   

Musically Speaking 
President’s Message 

  Meet The Team ... 

 



3 

 

View these photos and more online at www.modestodixieland.com/clubphotos 

Special thanks to  
Forrest Jackson 

for capturing the event for 
the Club 
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YOUR NAME HERE!YOUR NAME HERE!  
 
 
 
 
 

Help support the 

MODESTO  
DIXIELAND 

JAZZ SOCIETY 
by placing an advertisement for your business 

in the Jazzette. 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Modesto Dixieland Jazz Society 

  

Annual Membership includes subscription and postage to the 
monthly newsletter, Jazzette. 

 

 FAMILY  $25       SINGLE  $15 
 

 NEW      RENEWAL    CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
 

      Date: _______________  
 
      Name: ___________________________________ 
 
      Address: _________________________________ 
 
      City: __________________  State: ____________ 
 
      Zip: ___________ Phone: ___________________ 
 
      E-Mail: __________________________________ 

 
 

  I am enclosing an additional $_______  
      for the MDJS General Fund. 
 

  I am enclosing an additional $_______ 
      for  the Youth Band Scholarship Fund. 
 

  I am interested in volunteering for   
      Club functions. 
 

PLEASE MAIL TO:  
MDJS c/o Rozetta McNulty 

4330 Highway 108 
Riverbank, CA 95367 

Thank you for your help in keeping Traditional Jazz alive! 

See the ReunitedSee the Reunited  
  

  

66--9 pm, Wednesdays9 pm, Wednesdays  
at the  

Barkin’ Dog Grill 
940 11th St, Modesto 

(209) 572-2341 
 

Listen to High-Energy Dixieland Music 
No Cover Charge 

MODESTO JAZZ FRIENDS AND MEMBERS!!  IS YOUR FURNACE            
OPERATING TO ITS PEAK EFFICIENCY AND PERFORMANCE OR IS IT 
OUT OF    TUNE    ? MORE IMPORTANT IS IT SAFE. YOU MAY WANT 
TO CONSIDER HAVING YOUR FURNACE SERVICED AND TUNED UP. 

TO MAKE AN APPOINTMENT OR HAVE QUESTIONS PLEASE CALL  

NATURAL GAS PRICES WILL RISE THIS WINTER  
DOESN’T IT ALWAYS.  I NEVER HEAR THAT THE PRICE IS COMING DOWN.  

“Consumers nationwide are expected to spend  52 to 71 percent more for natural gas,  
this winter than last according to the preliminary winter fuel projection by the  
government's Energy Information Administration. The heaviest burden should 

fall on natural gas.”  

IN BUSINESS IN THE MODESTO AREA FOR OVER 25 YEARS  

*PROVIDING  SERVICE AND REPAIR. 
*EQUIPMENT TUNE UP. 
*PREVENTIVE MAINTENANCE. 
*WE ALSO SALE AND INSTALL THE NEW ENERGY STAR HIGH  
   EFFICIENT   EQUIPMENT. FINANCING IS AVAILABLE O.A.C.  

WHEN U CALL MENTION THAT YOU ARE A FRIEND OF THE MO-
DESTO JAZZ AND RECEIVE A DISCOUNT ON SERVICE!! 

CONT LICENSES 
626616 

(209) 522-1000 
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ATTENTION FRIENDS 
If you know of someone who is ill, celebrated a birthday or could use 

some cheering up, contact Jeannie Wemken at 524-3517. 

JAN LEER 
President 
P.O. Box 576123 
Modesto, CA 95357 
(209) 985-2223 

Send news items to the JAZZETTE the last week of the month to appear in the coming issue. Mail to... 
MODESTO DIXIELAND JAZZ SOCIETY 

P.O. Box 576123 
Modesto, CA 95357 

Or e-mail to jazzette@modestodixieland.com 

MODESTO DIXIELAND JAZZ SOCIETY CALENDAR 

 
• Oct — Pirate’s Cove Jazz Band 
• Nov — Knight Sounds Big Band 
• Dec — Natural Gas Jazz Band 

Monthly Trad Jazz Schedule 
1st Sunday:  Stockton Jazz Society -- Elk's Lodge 
2nd Sunday:  Sacramento Jazz Society, Dante Club; www.sacjazz.org 
  Fresno Jazz Society -- Venues vary; Call (559) 292-3999 
3rd Sunday:  Modesto Jazz Society, Modesto Moose Lodge 
4th Sunday:  South Bay Jazz Society, Elk's Lodge, Palo Alto 

SUNDAY,  OCTOBER 19, 2008 — 12:00 TO 5:00 PM  
MODESTO MOOSE LODGE, 821 5TH ST. • MODESTO 
 

Many thanks to all the members who  
donated additional money,  

either by mail or at the door.  

Thanks Helping Keep Jazz Alive 




