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Dixieland Jazz at Modesto Moose Lodge 

821 5th St. • Modesto 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The purpose of the 

MODESTO TRADITIONAL JAZZ SOCIETY 
 

To preserve & promote our unique American  
National music treasure for future generations, 
 
To give jazz musicians opportunities to share 
their talent with appreciative audiences, 
 
To encourage youth to learn & to continue the 
original American art form of playing jazz. 

2008-09 
Board Members 

 
President 
Jan Leer 
985-2223 

 
Vice-President 
Mary Menz  
(Ex-Officio) 

 
Publicity Director 
Jeannie Wemken 

(Publicity) 
524-3517 

 
Music Director 

Margaret Squires 
(Music Director) 

988-2334 
 

Membership Director 
Rozetta McNulty 

(Membership) 
869-2024 

 
Secretary 

Jerry Cox 
529-3194 

 
Treasurer 

Mac McCarter 
 

Members @ Large 
Ernie Bucio 

985-5712 
David Livingston 

606-2056 
Forrest Jackson 

Elinor Purdy 

The Yosemite Jazz Band was born in 1993 in the 
mountain communities adjacent to Yosemite  
National Park, California. Berl Howell, our  
fearless bandleader, approached reed man Teddy 
Strauss and drummer Jim Kirin about forming 
a Dixieland jazz band. Gary Smalz came on 
board with other local musicians and it wasn't 
long before the band was rolling. In the summer 
of 1994, the newly formed band began  
performing at the Pizza Factory in Oakhurst, 
which has become an annual tradition. The band 
quickly gained a loyal following and many other 
gigs ensued. 
 
The band's repertoire includes an entertaining blend of Dixieland jazz, early swing, gospel, and  
traditional jazz favorites. 
 
Over the years the band has seen many changes, most notably through the passing of our dear 
friends who once were valued and entertaining members of the band. However, the band quickly  
attracted new members, including Pat Mierkey on trombone, Jeff Gurule on banjo and guitar, 
James Mierkey on piano, and Larry Vaccaro on tuba. The band is sounding it's best yet. 

Next Board Meeting 
Mar. 24th 

Jan Leer’s house 
1049 Dakota Ave, 

Modesto 

This month’s guest band is  

 

 

Sacramento Jubilee 
Tickets For Sale 

  
All Events:  $81 (discounted from $95) 

  
Daily Tickets:  $40 (discounted from $45) 

  
Contact Margaret at 988-2334 or 

margeaux10@yahoo.com 

 

Jackson Hot Jazz Party 
 

"Badges will be available ($17 each) for 
Jackson Hot Jazz Party, Sunday April 20th. 

Beginning at 11:00 am,11 great bands 
(including Stompy Jones,  JassCity, Creole Jazz 
Kings, Cats'n'Jammers, and Gospel "extra" with 

Midnight Rose).  
 

See Jeannie at admit desk.  
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“Music expresses that which cannot 
be put into words and cannot  

remain silent” — Victor Hugo 
 
Sometimes our talents, like those of 
Victor Hugo, may not include exceptional 
musical ability, but nevertheless we may 
have a tremendous impact on the music 
world with other inspiration and  
contributions that we provide. 
 
It seems as though I have repeatedly 
used the words “thank you” in my  
column over the past several months, 
but “YOU” all are to be “THANKED” 
again for your attendance, support, and 
contribution of funds, raffle prizes, and 
ideas.  Like the rest of the economy, we 
continue to struggle, but all your help 
has allowed us stay on top of our bills, 
and begin to implement many of the 
plans we have initiated.  
 
If you missed last month at the club, you 
missed a great session, filled with  
instrumental and vocal music for our 
dancers and toe-tappers.  We had the 
pleasure of listening to last year’s Jazz 
Camp Scholarship recipient, Holly  
Olsson sing.  She attended with her  
family and was featured with Ernie 
Bucio’s Little Big Band. Holly and all 
the club members that performed with 
the band deserve a special round of  
applause for donating their time and 
talents to the club. 
 
The new By-Laws passed unanimously, 
with members voting 39-4 in favor, with 
five abstentions.  The meeting generated 
one new member and seven renewals.  
A generous crowd purchased $200 in 
raffle tickets for some great prizes  
donated by members and friends.  The 
next few months will be filled with  
activity and planning for The Eleventh 
Street Jazz Festival.  Be sure to check 
the club’s website for much more  
information and updates on the festival 
and other club activities.   David has the 
site all up to date with information. 
 
So…thank you again, put on your  
dancin’ shoes, bring a friend, and come 
hear the Yosemite Jazz Band at the 

Moose Lodge on March 15th.  We could 
surely use more jammers. Your presence 
would be greatly appreciated by all.  
Help keep live music alive! 

One of our oldest members (in  
membership years, that is!) is this 
month’s featured Board Member.  She 
has been a tremendous resource to me, 
before, and since, I became President.  
She can rightfully be considered a Jazz 
Society historian.  She has related so 
many facts and information to me, plus 
she has taken the task of being our  
unofficial “Thank-you” writer, a duty 
she enjoys performing.   
 

Name: Elinor Purdy 
Board Position: Member-at-Large 
 
Elinor was born in Oakland, CA, and 
has moved about the west coast before 
settling in Modesto.  During her years as 
a parent of three children, she was a 
small business owner, managing small 
grocery stores and restaurants. During 
those years, she raised one son and two 
daughters.  She has three grandsons and 
one great granddaughter.  
 
In her recreational time, Ellie is a  
member of the Elk’s Lodge.  She has 
been an avid pinochle player through the 
years.  She enjoys playing with a group 
that meets at the Senior Center in 
Manteca.  Ellie’s favorite outdoor  
activity would be fishing for fresh water 
fish.  She has fished at many beautiful 
locations and her largest catch ever was 
a sixteen-inch trout. 
 

Elinor could be considered a “Charter” 
member of the Modesto Traditional Jazz 
Society.  She met Marty Burn, who was 
a member of the Modesto Cancer  
Society.  They had started a yearly  
fundraiser that used different bands in a 
festival type setting.  They hired  
Dixieland groups because they were 
smaller than big bands, and usually less 
expensive.   Around 1978, she started 
visiting a bar on McHenry, Sharon-
Dickety, where musicians were invited 
to jam on Thursday nights.  These are 
the places she made her first Dixieland 
friendships…Deck Hogin, Lynn Russell, 
Ralph Webster, and Don Reese.  She 
admits there were many more, but can’t 
remember them all. 
 
In 1980, several of these friends,  
including Deck and Leeroyce Hogin, 
Lynn and Lorraine Russell, Eddie and 
Dotty Rudd, Bill and Agnes Johnson, 
Virginia Baker and others wanted to 
start a club.  Some of the very first 
meetings were held at the North Forty.  
From there, the Modesto Dixieland Jazz 
Society moved from place to place and 
she made many more new friends. 
 
Elinor has stayed involved with the club 
because she loves the music, the  
dancing, and the people. She feels there 
are not as many big bands around, and 
the smaller Dixieland bands and combos 
are easier to find in Modesto and nearby 
locations. She was the leader of the first 
umbrella dance I ever saw!  Thank you, 
again, Ellie for all the wonderful  
contributions you offer the club every 
month. 

Musically Speaking 
President’s Message 

  Meet The Team ... 

 

 

 
To view the photos from the  
February Meeting go to our 

photo gallery online at  
modestojazz.com/clubphotos 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Modesto Traditional Jazz Society 

  

Annual Membership includes subscription and postage to the 
monthly newsletter, Jazzette. 

 

 FAMILY  $30       SINGLE  $20 
 

 NEW      RENEWAL    CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
 

      Date: _______________  
 
      Name: ___________________________________ 
 
      Address: _________________________________ 
 
      City: __________________  State: ____________ 
 
      Zip: ___________ Phone: ___________________ 
 
      E-Mail: __________________________________ 

 
 

  I am enclosing an additional $_______  
      for the MDJS General Fund. 
 

  I am enclosing an additional $_______ 
      for  the Youth Band Scholarship Fund. 
 

  I am interested in volunteering for   
      Club functions. 
 

PLEASE MAIL TO:  
MDJS c/o Rozetta McNulty 

4330 Highway 108 
Riverbank, CA 95367 

Thank you for your help in keeping Traditional Jazz alive! 

MODESTO JAZZ FRIENDS AND MEMBERS!!  IS YOUR FURNACE            
OPERATING TO ITS PEAK EFFICIENCY AND PERFORMANCE OR IS IT 
OUT OF    TUNE    ? MORE IMPORTANT IS IT SAFE. YOU MAY WANT 
TO CONSIDER HAVING YOUR FURNACE SERVICED AND TUNED UP. 

TO MAKE AN APPOINTMENT OR HAVE QUESTIONS PLEASE CALL  

NATURAL GAS PRICES WILL RISE THIS WINTER  
DOESN’T IT ALWAYS.  I NEVER HEAR THAT THE PRICE IS COMING DOWN.  

“Consumers nationwide are expected to spend  52 to 71 percent more for natural gas,  
this winter than last according to the preliminary winter fuel projection by the  
government's Energy Information Administration. The heaviest burden should 

fall on natural gas.”  

IN BUSINESS IN THE MODESTO AREA FOR OVER 25 YEARS  

*PROVIDING  SERVICE AND REPAIR. 
*EQUIPMENT TUNE UP. 
*PREVENTIVE MAINTENANCE. 
*WE ALSO SALE AND INSTALL THE NEW ENERGY STAR HIGH  
   EFFICIENT   EQUIPMENT. FINANCING IS AVAILABLE O.A.C.  

WHEN U CALL MENTION THAT YOU ARE A FRIEND OF THE MO-
DESTO JAZZ AND RECEIVE A DISCOUNT ON SERVICE!! 

CONT LICENSES 
626616 

(209) 522-1000 
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 Mr. Q Productions 
Presents 

 

 
Featuring 

The Jazz Unlimited Big Band 
 

With Special Guest 

Rick Quintanal 
Professional New York Drummer 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7:00 p.m. 
Thursday, March 19, 2009 

Magnolia School Auditorium 
739 Magnolia, Oakdale 

Pre-Concert — 6:30pm 
The Oakdale High Jazz Band 

 

Tickets 
Adults — $10; Seniors — $7; 

Students — $5 (Under 12 Free) 
 

Tickets are available at the door only. 
Call (209) 847-1807 for more information. 

 
Sponsors 

Oakdale Leader, Escalon Times, Riverbank News, Oakdale Advantage 
Magazine, Moss Rose Bakery, Modesto Traditional Jazz Society,  

Western Asset Recovery, Inc., Pak-Mail, Green Farms, River Oak 
Pharmacy, Mr. & Mrs. Cliff Botto, Bob & Phyllis Bordona, C.K. & 

Roberta Gottschalk, Raley’s Market, Auto-Tech, Oakdale Cheese & 
Specialties, Mr. Robert Gilbert Hans Boggs, Mr & Mrs. Joe Gambino, 

Dr. Albertoni & Dr. Corso. 

Yes, the rumors are true.  There will be a jazz festival in  
Modesto!  Several people have been talking individually 
about doing a festival in Modesto, and finally the talkers have 
joined forces and began doing something! 
 
Mark your calendars for May 16th and 17th.  It’s going to 
be fun.  I certainly hope so.  It’s a lot of work planning a  
festival.  Even this one, which will be small, as we eagerly 
test the waters to see if it is ok to jump in.  The bands have 
been booked, the venues lined up.  We need volunteers to 
help out.  A t-shirt is being designed.  Flyers and posters are 
being distributed.  Ads have gone out.  So many things to do.  
When you haven’t done it before, it’s tough to determine if 
you’ve left anything out! 
 
At first we planned a single day festival on Saturday, May 
16th.  We had the Barkin’ Dog, Tressetti’s World Café, and 
the Fat Cat booked as venues.  Natural Gazz Jazz Band, 
JassCity Jazz Band, Creole Jazz Kings and more booked to 
perform. 
 
Then the Gallo Center for the Arts caught wind of the plans 
and called to try to get a piece of the action.  SO!  We  
expanded to a two day festival.  Our monthly meeting, which 
falls on May 17th, with Devil Mountain Jazz Band as our 
guest band, will be held in the Gallo Center.  Yep, that’s 
right.  IN THE GALLO CENTER!  Not only in the center 
but on the stage in one of the theaters!  And there will be a 
jazz brunch and full bar available.  Cool, huh?  But it gets 
better! 
 
After the MTJS meeting, there will be a Legends of Jazz  
concert at 3:00 p.m.  Plas Johnson, Bill Watrous, Bobby 
Shew and Mic Gillette will perform, backed up by Ernie 
Bucio’s Little Big Band.  Once again the venue will be 
IN THE GALLO CENTER. 
 
Tickets for the festival are already on sale at the Gallo 
Center box office.  You can purchase online, 
www.galloarts.org, by phone, (209) 338-2100 or 1-877-
488-3380, or in person at the box office.  Don’t wait to 
buy!  Saturday tickets are limited. 

 
All Events $40 

Single day, Saturday or Sunday $25 
Jazz Society meeting $10 

Legends of Jazz Concert $20 
 

Proceeds from the festival will benefit the Modesto  
Traditional Jazz Society.  So buy a ticket.  Dance your feet 

off.  Eat, drink & be merry.  
AND support your local jazz society. 
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ATTENTION FRIENDS 
If you know of someone who is ill, celebrated a birthday or could use 

some cheering up, contact Jeannie Wemken at 524-3517. 

JAN LEER 
President 
P.O. Box 4442 
Modesto, CA 95352-4442 
(209) 985-2223 

Send news items to the JAZZETTE the last week of the month to appear in the coming issue. Mail to... 
MODESTO TRADITIONAL JAZZ SOCIETY 

P.O. Box 4442 
Modesto, CA 95352-4442 

Or e-mail to jazzette@modestodixieland.com 

MODESTO TRADITIONAL JAZZ SOCIETY CALENDAR 

 
• Mar — Yosemite Jazz Band 
• April  — Founder’s Month 
• May  — Devil Mountain Jazz Band 

Monthly Trad Jazz Schedule 
1st Sunday:  Stockton Jazz Society -- Elk's Lodge 
2nd Sunday:  Sacramento Jazz Society, Dante Club; www.sacjazz.org 
  Fresno Jazz Society -- Venues vary; Call (559) 292-3999 
3rd Sunday:  Modesto Jazz Society, Modesto Moose Lodge 
4th Sunday:  South Bay Jazz Society, Elk's Lodge, Sunnyvale 

SUNDAY,  MARCH 15, 2009— 12:00 TO 5:00 PM  
MODESTO MOOSE LODGE, 821 5TH ST. • MODESTO 
 

Many thanks to all the members who  
donated additional money,  

either by mail or at the door.  

Thanks Helping Keep Jazz Alive 

This month’s guest band is 


