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Traditional Jazz at Modesto Moose Lodge 

821 5th St. • Modesto 

MISSION STATEMENT 
The purpose of the 

MODESTO TRADITIONAL JAZZ SOCIETY 
 

To preserve & promote our unique American  
National music treasure for future generations, 
 
To give jazz musicians opportunities to share 
their talent with appreciative audiences, 
 
To encourage youth to learn & to continue the 
original American art form of playing jazz. 

2009 
Board Members 

 
President 
Jan Leer 
985-2223 

 
Vice-President 
Mary Menz  
(Ex-Officio) 

 
Publicity Director 
Jeannie Wemken 

(Publicity) 
524-3517 

 
Music Director 

Margaret Squires 
(Music Director) 

988-2334 
 

Membership Director 
Rozetta McNulty 

(Membership) 
869-2024 

 
Secretary 

Jerry Cox 
529-3194 

 
Treasurer 

Mac McCarter 
 

Members @ Large 
Ernie Bucio 

985-5712 
David Livingston 

606-2056 
Forrest Jackson 

Elinor Purdy 

Yes, one of the perpetual favorites in the area will 
be our guest band for April. 
 
I first remember hearing the Creole Jazz Kings at 
El Antojito restaurant in Turlock.  They performed 
Every Thursday night for years.  What a great time!  
Years later, it just doesn’t seem right to hear the 
band without the occasional blender sound effect.  
Remember?  I know several of you do.  How about 
that big guy, wasn’t his name Kevin, who, when 
asked for his request wanted to hear “Ghost Riders in the Sky”?  And they did it!  It’s no wonder that 
the “Kings” have been crowd favorites wherever they have performed.  Then there was the pink slip 
party when the band was fired and the gig over after, how many years? 
 
Band leader, and trombonist extraordinaire, Dan Talbert is a great friend of mine and responsible for 
introducing me to traditional jazz.  Al Boomer’s vocalizations are some of the sweetest I’ve heard.  
Reed player Tom Schmidt is great on clarinet and sax.  His occasional vocals are not too shabby either.  
Dave Johnson on trumpet.  Enough said there.  Then we have local percussionist Joe Runnels.  He 
plays the most melodic drum solos I’ve heard.  Did he ever get those vocal lessons we took up the  
collection for? And last but not least, 12-year-old Natalie Tout, granddaughter of the venerable Tom 
Downs, tuba player for Cell Block 7. Tom will also be sitting in with the band for our meeting as  
Creole’s regular tuba player, Keith Baltz, will be in New Orleans with the Ernie Bucio New Orleans 
Band for the French Quarter Festival. 

— Margaret Squires, Music Director 

Next Board Meeting 
Mar. 24th 

Jan Leer’s house 
1049 Dakota Ave, 

Modesto 

This month’s guest band is  

 

 

Sacramento Jubilee 
Tickets For Sale 

  
All Events:  $81 (discounted from $95) 

  
Daily Tickets:  $40 (discounted from $45) 

  
Contact Margaret at 988-2334 or 

margeaux10@yahoo.com 

 

Jackson Hot Jazz Party 
 

"Badges will be available ($17 each) for 
Jackson Hot Jazz Party, Sunday April 20th. 

Beginning at 11:00 am,11 great bands 
(including Stompy Jones,  JassCity, Creole Jazz 
Kings, Cats'n'Jammers, and Gospel "extra" with 

Midnight Rose).  
 

See Jeannie at admit desk.  
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All our dreams can come true, if we 
have the courage to pursue them.  

— Walt Disney 
 
It is April and this is Founder’s Month, 
somewhat like an anniversary party for us.  
The anniversary of a dream some of our 
founding  
members had.  We have a great  
afternoon planned with a local favorite, 
Creole Jazz Kings, to entertain us.  
What better way to celebrate  
Founder’s Day?  Many of our regular 
members will be in New Orleans for 
music and celebrations there, so come 
join the rest of us here at the Jazz Club 
Meeting.  
 
The March meeting was quite well  
attended and dancers reported that the 
Yosemite Jazz Band played great  
dancin’ music.  The umbrella dance was 
about the biggest I have ever seen at a 
meeting.  We have continued to receive 
many  
contributions of money and raffle prizes 
each month.  These are so appreciated 
and we are staying on top of our bills. 
Also, please remember, if you have a 
business or an event and would like to  
advertise, there is space available here in 
the Jazzette.  Every little bit helps. 
 
Each year a MTJS scholarship for the 
Sacramento Traditional Jazz Society 
Youth Jazz Camp is available for a  
music student in the Stanislaus County 
Area. There were four applicants this year 
for the camp.  The winner was  
eleven-year-old trumpet player, Dustin 
Cwick.  Many thanks to all the  
applicants and to the selection  
committee that included: Ernie Bucio, 
Michelle Richardson, and Michael 
Mooney.   
 
Plans are progressing nicely with the 
11th Street Jazz Fest, and I hope you are 
all heading down to the Gallo Center to 
purchase your tickets to support our 
club, and live entertainment.  Encourage 
all your friends and family to participate.  
This event can be a tremendous boost 
for our Jazz Society. 
 

So…thank you again, put on your  
dancin’ shoes, bring a friend, and come 
hear the Creole Jazz Kings at the Moose 
Lodge on April 19th.  We could  
especially use more jammers this 
month!  Help keep our dream and live 
music alive! 

As a kid back in the 1950’s, I can  
remember a photographer from the  
Modesto Bee visiting our school, to take 
pictures of an assembly.  His name was 
Forrest Jackson, and from that day on, I 
always looked for his photographs in the 
newspaper.   After some forty or so 
years, I became friends with several  
employees of The Bee, who had similar 
musical interests as mine.  Then I started 
seeing Forrest and Phyllis around, and 
he was taking pictures of these groups.  I 
don’t think I have ever seen him without 
a camera in his hand or nearby.  It is 
indeed a pleasure to have him as one of 
our newest board members and our  
unofficial club photographer.  I will let 
him tell his story. 

 
 

Name: Forrest Jackson 
Board Position: Member-At-Large 
 
I grew up in Marysville, CA, and had a 
half-year of trombone in my junior year 
of high school.  I got a job on my 16th 
birthday as a gopher, I thought, in a 
photo studio.   It turned out the  
photographer was only too happy to 
have someone develop his film and it 
went on from there.  My music  
education came to an abrupt end, and 
was replaced by dreams of cameras, 
film, lenses and all that other stuff. 
 

After graduating from Junior College, I 
fell into a job as photographer at the 
Marysville paper.  After four years 
t h e r e ,  I  w a s  h i r e d  b y  t h e  
Modesto Bee in June of 1951 and 
worked there until retirement 41 years 
later.   My wife Phyllis and I have six 
children, one girl and five boys that 
came afterward.  Our daughter lives in 
Woodland, one son in Fresno and the 
others around here. 
 

I remember one musician’s union photo 
assignment I had for the Bee at Moose 
Hall where Lynn Russell offered his 
baritone sax to anyone who would like 
to come up and play it.  Of course I 
stayed around as long as I could to hear 
the music.  My schedule each week, 
either early or late and with some  
Saturdays and Sundays thrown in, didn't 
permit us to attend many performances. 
 

It was a terrible shock to me when 
Tower of Records was selling off their 
vinyls for something so expensive called 
CDs.  But I was glad to find what I 
thought were worthwhile, that had been 
dumped in drug store 99cent bins. 
 

O n  o n e  p h o t o  a s s i g n m e n t ,  
KnightSounds Big Band was playing 
outdoors on the corner of 13th and J. It 
was the first actual live big band music I 
had heard in many a year! WOW! Our 
first Dixieland Club meeting was when 
we noticed in the paper they were  
playing for the MDJS on the third  
Sunday of the month at the Double Tree 
Hotel and since I was retired, we went to 
see what it was all about. 
 

Everything we heard, the band, the  
jammers and all, had us hooked.  We 
started going each month and eventually 
joined.  Of course, I never went to  
anything I wasn't compelled to  
photograph, and it's gone on from there.  

Musically Speaking 
President’s Message 

  Meet The Team ... 
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Modesto Band of Stanislaus County 
“MoBand” 

 

Concerts in the Park begin June 11, 2009 
8:00 PM, Graceada Park 

 
Rehearsals at Mancini Hall on Tuolumne Blvd 

Mondays and Wednesdays 6:30-9:00 
Starting June 8th 

Call 209-575-6184 for more information 

Special thanks to Forrest Jackson 
for capturing the event. 

 
For more photos, go to our online photo gallery at 

www.modestojazz.com/clubphotos/ 
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MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Modesto Traditional Jazz Society 

  

Annual Membership includes subscription and postage to the 
monthly newsletter, Jazzette. 

 

 FAMILY  $30       SINGLE  $20 
 

 NEW      RENEWAL    CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
 

      Date: _______________  
 
      Name: ___________________________________ 
 
      Address: _________________________________ 
 
      City: __________________  State: ____________ 
 
      Zip: ___________ Phone: ___________________ 
 
      E-Mail: __________________________________ 

 
 

  I am enclosing an additional $_______  
      for the MDJS General Fund. 
 

  I am enclosing an additional $_______ 
      for  the Youth Band Scholarship Fund. 
 

  I am interested in volunteering for   
      Club functions. 
 

PLEASE MAIL TO:  
MDJS c/o Rozetta McNulty 

4330 Highway 108 
Riverbank, CA 95367 

Thank you for your help in keeping Traditional Jazz alive! 

Join the 
Modesto Community Concert 

Association 
 

By becoming a member of Modesto 
Community Concert Association you 
will be able to attend our 5 concerts as 
well as concerts in Turlock and Lodi. 
Call Darrell Staats at 522-2317 or  
604-0051 for more information. 

The Modesto Community Concert  
Association is in its 58th year of providing 
a variety of artistic programs of professional 
quality.  We are not connected to the  
Modesto Symphony. Our focus is to afford 
great entertainment at a reasonable price. 
 
Our Last performance for this season is on 
Sunday, April 26 at 2:30 pm at the Gallo  
Center for the Arts and features  
Franc D’Ambrosio. 
 

D’Ambrosio, is best known for his role in 
The Phantom of the Opera, for which he 
earned the title, “The World’s Longest  
Running Phantom”, after playing the role 
close to 3000 times. He now enjoys a  
flourishing solo career with the success of 
his three-year, over 200 city Broadway  
concert tour. 
 

Tickets are $25 each. 
Contact Gallo box office at 238-2100. 
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Plas Who???  Mic Gillette….as in the razor company????  
Bill Walrous???  Bobby Socks???? 

 

OK, ok…..I'll introduce you to the artists who will be  
performing the Legends of Jazz Concert at the Eleventh Street 
Jazz Fest. 

 

It's not Plas Who, it is Plas Johnson.  He is probably the 
most famous tenor saxophonist that nobody knows.  You say 
you don't know him?  Ah, but you do….if you have ever 
heard "The Odd Couple" theme.  Or saw him on the Merv 
Griffin Show between 1970 and 1985.  No?  OK, how about 
this….."The Pink Panther" theme.  Yep….Plas Johnson.  His 
TV and film soundtrack performances could fill this column 
six times over.  Here is a sampling:  Austin Powers: The Spy 
who Shagged Me; The Beverly Hillbillies; A Bronx Tale; The 
Buddy Holly Story; Cheers; Dirty Harry; The Exorcist; The 
Fugitive…..OK I'll stop.  But you can pretty much bet that 
ANY time you hear a tenor sax on ANY soundtrack, it is Plas 
Johnson. 

 

Not Bill Walrous, but Bill Watrous.  Bill is one of the 
finest bop oriented trombonists of the last 30 years.  His  
father, also a trombone player, introduced him to music.  Bill 
played in traditional jazz bands as a teenager and studied with 
Herbie Nichols while in the military.  He also played on the 
Merv Griffin show.  But his stint, from 1965-1968, was  
before Plas Johnson's.  Bill worked with artists such as 
Quincy Jones, Maynard Ferguson, Johnny Richards and 
Woody Herman.  Bill has performed in Modesto several 
times with Ernie Bucio's Little Big Band as well as with the 
student jazz bands from the Studios at Gottschalk Music  
Center.  Brett Stamps, trombonist with Cornet Chop Suey, 
lists Bill Watrous as one of the influences of his trombone 
style. 

 

It's Bobby Shew, not Bobby Socks. [Yeah, I know…stupid 
play on words.  What can I say….I'm related to my father!! 
Bobby started playing at a very young age.  His first  
instrument, at age 8, was the guitar.  At age 10 he switched to 
trumpet.  By the time he was 13, he was playing at local 
dances with several groups and by age 15 had his own band.  
Bobby played with the Tommy Dorsey Orchestra under the 
direction of Sam Donahue, Woody Herman, Della Reese and 
Buddy Rich.  He also performed with Art Pepper, Bud Shank, 
Louie Bellson, Ed Shaughnessy, Terry Gibbs, Benny  
|Goodman, Maynard Ferguson…..OK I'll stop!  But wait!  I 
haven't even mentioned his soundtrack work on Hawaii 5-O, 
Streets of San Francisco, Bob Newhart, Mary Tyler Moore, 
Happy Days, Laverne and Shirley.  There's even more movie 
credits.  But I think you get the idea.  Bobby is also involved 
with jazz education, passing on his knowledge of music 
through clinics to high school and college students all over 
the world.  Local trumpet player, Bob Sakoi, has been known 
to fly to Southern California to take lessons from Bobby 
Shew. 

 

Now we come to Mic Gillette.  No, no affiliation with the 
razor company.  Mic is best known as the original trumpet 
player for the power house band "Tower of Power".  He has 
performed on several hundred recordings by artists such as:  
Santana, The Rolling Stones, Quincy Jones, Rod Stewart, 

Elton John, Huey Lewis and the News and Blood Sweat & 
Tears.  Mic works with young musicians of both middle and 
high school ages, passing on his knowledge of music.  Yes, I 
know, he's not REALLY a jazz legend.  To be honest, he 
heard about the Legends of Jazz Concert and REALLY 
wanted to be involved. 

 

All of these artists will be backed up by Ernie Bucio's  
Little Big Band. 

 
What else can I say?  Like Mic, I really want to be  

involved in the concert too!  Yes, several of our Jazz Society 
members will be fortunate enough to be in the back up band 
for these artists. 

 

I am getting excited about the festival.  I hope you are too.  
Please support this festival.  We are hoping to make it an  
annual event.  But without you, we cannot do it.  We need 
your support so we can be back bigger and better next year.  

Mr. Q Productions 
Presents 

 
 
 
 
 

The Music of Andrae Crouch, Ralph Carmichael, Bill Gaither 
and Denver & the Mile High Orchestra 

 
Featuring 

The Jazz Unlimited Big Band 
 

With Special Guest 

Scott Butler — Vocalist 
Minister of Worship and Art 

Modesto Big Valley Grace Community Church 
 

7:00 p.m. 
Thursday, April 16, 2009 

Magnolia School Auditorium 
739 Magnolia, Oakdale 

 
Tickets 

Adults — $15; Seniors — $10; 
Students — $5 (Under 12 Free) 

 

Tickets are available at the door only. 
Call (209) 847-1807 for more information. 

 
Sponsors 

Oakdale Leader, Oakdale Advantage Magazine, Moss Rose Bakery, 
Escalon Times, Riverbank News, Modesto Traditional Jazz Society, 

Pak-Mail, Green Farms, Western Asset Recovery, Inc.,  
Mr. Robert Gilbert Hans Boggs, Auto-Tech, Mr. & Mrs. Cliff Botto, 

Mr & Mrs. Joe Gambini, River Oak Pharmacy, Bob & Phyllis Bordona, 
Dr. Albertoni & Dr. Corso., C.K. & Roberta Gottschalk, Raley’s  

Market, Oakdale Cheese & Specialties, Mr. Robert Gilbert,  
Gilton's Resource - Recovery Facility 
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ATTENTION FRIENDS 
If you know of someone who is ill, celebrated a birthday or could use 

some cheering up, contact Jeannie Wemken at 524-3517. 

JAN LEER 
President 
P.O. Box 4442 
Modesto, CA 95352-4442 
(209) 985-2223 

Send news items to the JAZZETTE the last week of the month to appear in the coming issue. Mail to... 
MODESTO TRADITIONAL JAZZ SOCIETY 

P.O. Box 4442 
Modesto, CA 95352-4442 

Or e-mail to jazzette@modestodixieland.com 

MODESTO TRADITIONAL JAZZ SOCIETY CALENDAR 

 
• April  — Creole Jazz Kings 
• May  — Devil Mountain Jazz Band 
• June  — Mission Gold Jazz Band 

Monthly Trad Jazz Schedule 
1st Sunday:  Stockton Jazz Society -- Elk's Lodge 
2nd Sunday:  Sacramento Jazz Society, Dante Club; www.sacjazz.org 
  Fresno Jazz Society -- Venues vary; Call (559) 292-3999 
3rd Sunday:  Modesto Jazz Society, Modesto Moose Lodge 
4th Sunday:  South Bay Jazz Society, Elk's Lodge, Sunnyvale 

SUNDAY,  APRIL 19, 2009— 12:00 TO 5:00 PM  
MODESTO MOOSE LODGE, 821 5TH ST. • MODESTO 
 

Many thanks to all the members who  
donated additional money,  

either by mail or at the door.  

Thanks Helping Keep Jazz Alive 

This month’s guest band is 


