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Next Meeting 

NOVEMBER 15, 2009 

This month’s guest band is 

It’s that time of year again! The club’s 
favorite swing band is back on our 
stage. Knight Sounds Big Band is  
Modesto’s best swing orchestra. 
 
Originally named the Downey Alumni 
Band, Knight Sounds was formed in 
1991 at the request of Downey High 

School’s then Activity Director, the late Major Bob Porkorny. 
 
Band leader Glenn Mount was asked to assemble a band to play for 
Downey’s 40th year Celebration held on Sept. 21st 1991. 

(Knight Sounds Big Band Continued on page 2) 
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The band played its first real Swing dance for the Ballroom Dance 
Club of Modesto. The response from the club was overwhelming. 
 
In 1995 Knight Sounds honored Mr. Kenneth Farrell who was the 
Band Director and instrumental music instructor at Downey High 
school from 1954 to 1974, by establishing a music scholarship in 
his honor. 
 
In 1995 the first recipient of the Ken Farrell Music Scholarship  
received a certificate and a check for $500.00 from the Alumni 
Band presented by Mr. Farrell at Downey’s award assembly. 
Knight Sounds has continued this scholarship at Downey ever since 
and have expanded to the other area high schools. 
 
So put on your dancing shoes and join Knight Sounds for a swing 
down memory lane. 

( Knight Sounds Big Band Continued from page 1) 
 
 

YOUR NAME HERE!YOUR NAME HERE!  
 

Help support the 

MODESTO  
TRADITIONAL 
JAZZ SOCIETY 

by placing an advertisement for your business 
in the Jazzette. 

66--9 pm, Wednesdays9 pm, Wednesdays  
at the Barkin’ Dog Grill 

940 11th St, Modesto 
(209) 572-2341 

Come listen to High-Energy  
Dixieland Music 
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MISSION STATEMENT 
The purpose of the 

MODESTO TRADITIONAL JAZZ SOCIETY 
 

To preserve & promote our unique American 
National music treasure for future generations, 
 
To give jazz musicians opportunities to share 
their talent with appreciative audiences, 
 
To encourage youth to learn & to continue the 
original American art form of playing jazz. 

2009 
Board Members 

 
President 
Jan Leer 
985-2223 

 
Vice-President 
Mary Menz  
(Ex-Officio) 

 
Publicity Director 
Jeannie Wemken 

(Publicity) 
524-3517 

 
Membership Director 

Rozetta McNulty 
(Membership) 

869-2024 
 

Secretary 
Jerry Cox 
529-3194 

 
Treasurer 

Mac McCarter 
 

Members @ Large 
Ernie Bucio 

985-5712 
David Livingston 

606-2056 
Forrest Jackson 

Elinor Purdy 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Next Board Meeting 
December 1st 

Jan Leer’s house 
1049 Dakota Ave, 

Modesto 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Modesto Traditional Jazz Society 

  

Annual Membership includes subscription and postage 
to the monthly newsletter, Jazzette. 

 

 FAMILY  $30       SINGLE  $20 
 

 NEW      RENEWAL    CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
 

Date: _______________  
 
Name: ___________________________________ 
 
Address: _________________________________ 
 
City: __________________  State: ____________ 
 
Zip: ___________ Phone: ___________________ 
 
E-Mail: __________________________________ 

 
 

 I am enclosing an additional $_______  
     for the MDJS General Fund. 
 

 I am enclosing an additional $_______ 
     for  the Youth Band Scholarship Fund. 
 

 I am interested in volunteering for 
    Club functions. 
 

PLEASE MAIL TO:  
MDJS c/o Rozetta McNulty 

4330 Highway 108 
Riverbank, CA 95367 

Thank you for your help in keeping Traditional Jazz alive! 
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ATTENTION FRIENDS 
If you know of someone who is ill, celebrated a birthday or could 

Send news items to the 
JAZZETTE the last week of the 
month to appear in the coming 

issue.  
 

Mail to... 
MODESTO TRADITIONAL 

JAZZ SOCIETY 
P.O. Box 4442 

Modesto, CA 95352-4442 
Or e-mail to 

jazzette@modestodixieland.com 

MODESTO TRADITIONAL JAZZ SOCIETY CALENDAR 

 November — Knight Sounds Big Band 
 December — Catsnjammer Jazz Band 
 January — Dr. Bach & The Jazz Practitioners 
 February — Black Tuesday Jazz Band 

Monthly Trad Jazz Schedule 
1st Sunday:  Stockton Jazz Society — Elk's Lodge 
2nd Sunday:  Sacramento Jazz Society, Dante Club; www.sacjazz.org 
  Fresno Jazz Society — Venues vary; Call (559) 292-3999 
3rd Sunday:  Modesto Jazz Society, Modesto Moose Lodge 
4th Sunday:  South Bay Jazz Society, Elk's Lodge, Sunnyvale 

Many thanks to all the members who donated 
additional money, either by mail or at the door.  

Thanks Helping Keep Jazz Alive 
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“Did you ever notice that life seems to follow certain patterns? Like I noticed that 
every year around this time, I hear Christmas music.”  — Tom Sims  

 
The Gift of Music:  
 
Please don’t think I am rushing Christmas…but this is the time of year my 
thoughts turn to the coming Holiday Season.  If I start thinking now, I am able to 
spend more time enjoying, and less time rushing.  Because I teach in a middle 
school band program, I have been preparing a Winter Concert since September! 
“Planners” prepare for the holidays throughout the year.  When one program is 
over, the ideas begin to formulate for the next one.  Something that happens this 
season kindles a spark for next year. 
 
Anyway, I just thought I might assert some ideas that could help brighten some of 
your holidays musically. Ideas that might help make the coming season a  
worthwhile musical adventure.  Life is a song, live the music. 
 
Usually I don’t do any serious planning until I’ve  
digested the Thanksgiving turkey.  Then it’s time to dig 
out all the Holiday CDs.  Enjoy the season with  
music.  Keep the carols playing in your car and around 
your home. Plan ahead…make a list of the things you 
would like to see or hear, all the events you may want to 
attend. 
 
I always shop in advance for all the musical gift-wrap I can find.  And, I just  
ordered my favorite See’s Candies. Early December is time to start planning  
decorations and to start attending holiday concerts…at the mall, at a school, at a 
church, at the Barkin’ Dog, at the Gallo Center.  There will be plenty. Support live 
music in Modesto.  If you are having a holiday gathering, invite a high school  
vocal or instrumental ensemble to sing or play. 
 
If you have some musical talent, participate in a choir, a band or an orchestra. 
March in a parade or audition for a musical production. Sing the Messiah or plan a 
caroling adventure in your neighborhood with children and grand children.  Take a 
Scout Troop or 4-H group caroling for those that can’t get out and about.  I love 
joining a brass choir at the Salvation Army Kettles.  Plan a trip to see The  
Nutcracker or a Symphony Orchestra. Get those tickets early. 
 
My holiday season doesn’t seem complete until I have sung Grandma Got Run 

(Continued on page 4) 

Musically Speaking 
President’s Message 
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Over By a Reindeer with my granddaughter and played the Hallelujah Chorus at 
church with the Brass. Of course there are many, many other arrangements of 
many, many other favorites in between.  Music makes the difference! 
 
Odds and Ends: 
 
Next Board Meeting December 1st at Jan’s Place 
 
A big thank-you to Ernie and all the club members and friends that donated 

their musical talents last month.  We also had three great jam sets with new 
faces and some we haven’t seen in a long while.  A special thanks to my 
friends Ray and Becky Rector from the Sacramento based Zydeco band, 
ZOOM, for visiting and joining in a jam set (Ray and I were in band together 
at Modesto High). 

 
We finally received an invoice from Sacramento for 2008 and 2009 youth jazz 

camps for $1200, so our youth fund will really look empty for a while.   
Purchase lots of Raffle Tickets the next few months, as half of that total will 
help fund the 2010 Scholarship.  Special thanks to those that contribute to the 
raffle on a regular basis: Tony Cosentino, Carol Hubbart, Michele  
Athens-Abell, Gerry and Jerry Cox, any many others. 

 
In next month’s Jazzette look for a revision of Article V – Elections, from our 

By-Laws to be voted on at the January club meeting. 
 
 
Another way that you can help feed our treasury and get something in return, 

would be to purchase a business ad or personal ad space in the Jazzette.  Just 
give David your information and your money and he will be happy to set it up! 

 
Our November club meeting brings back the Big Band melodies of the 30’s, 

40’s and 50’s with Knight Sounds for your dancing and listening  
entertainment.  Again, several members, including yours truly will be playing.  
Put on you dancin’ shoes and bring a friend or two to the club on November 
15th. 

 

(Musically speaking Continued from page 3) 
 

— Jan Leer, 
President, MTJS 
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The club board has decided to run the monthly expenses to show the  
membership how money is spent each month. 

 

MODESTO TRADITIONAL JAZZ SOCIETY 
 

Income / Expense 
Date _10/18/09_ 

 

Income: $605.00  
Donations (Club - In Jack Hunter’s Name):  $25 
Donations (Youth - In Jack Hunter’s Name): $30 
Membership (Renewals):       $90 
Jazzette Ad:        $10 
Raffle Donations:       $221 
Door:        $229 
 

Expenses: $635.20 
Little Big Band:      $300 
Jazzette Expenses:        $94.29 
American Rag Subscription (Includes Ad):       $60 
Liability Insurance (Rent):       $156    
Security:       $25 
 

Net:     -$30.29 

Editor’s Note: All articles, 
columns, photos, etc. need 
to be submitted no later 
than 10 days before the 

date of the current month’s 
club meeting.  

Example: If the meeting 
day falls on the 16th of the 
month, all materials must 
be submitted by the 7th of 

that same month. 
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Michele's wall at: http://www.facebook.com/athensabell. For the rest of you, let 
them know by calling 765-4849 or you can let me know at the next meeting. 
  
Jerry and Gerry Cox are hosting a brunch for Catsnjammer Jazz Band from 
10:00 a.m. to 12 noon on December 20th. Their address is: 921 Providence Way, 
Modesto...From Highway 99 take the Briggsmore exit and go east approximately 
four miles, then turn right onto Oakdale Road. Go through two (2) stop lights (past 
Rite Aid) and turn left onto Surrey. Go thru two (2) stop signs, then one (1) short 
block and turn right onto Providence Way. 
  
Oh yeah...I don't want to forget that since it was October, we had a little (She) 
Devil and someone that resembled a pumpkin present. What good sports they 
were. Thank you JJ for the candy. 
  
 I want to say a special "thank you" to Ernie and the band for playing "In The 
Mood" three times that day. I had told Ernie that that is my favorite song and he 
said he would play it every set. I have to admit that I got distracted and missed the 
last set. Sorry Ernie, but I really appreciated it, as I know the band gets tired of 
playing it. 
  
 Our next band is Knight Sounds Big Band. See you all then. 
 

Sue 
 

Do you have some tidbits to share and will not be at the club meeting? E-mail Sue 
at tidbits@modestodixieland.com. 

(Tidbits from page 5) 
 

Brunch 
with 

CATSNJAMMER JAZZ BAND 
 

Come join JJ and Gerry Cox at their home for brunch with the members of 
Catsnjammer Jazz Band. 

 

Date: December 20th    Time: 10 a.m. — Noon 
 

Address: 921 Providence Way, Modesto. From Highway 99 take the Briggsmore exit 
and go east approximately four miles, then turn right onto Oakdale Road. Go through two 
(2) stop lights (past Rite Aid) and turn left onto Surrey. Go thru two (2) stop signs, then one 
(1) short block and turn right onto Providence Way. 

INVITATION 
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WOW! What a wonderful afternoon of great music provided by Ernie Bucio's 
Little Big Band. I hope you caught "Jump, Jive An’ Wail" with Ernie Bucio, 
Deck Hogin, Dave Livingston and Justin Cwik on the trumpet front line and 
Michele Richardson on vocal. What a treat! 
  
It was good to see some new faces in the crowd and some old faces that have 
been absent for a few months. Lois King was looking radiant as usual. She has 
missed a couple of months as she has had company, including her daughter. It 
was good to see Steve and Ann back on the dance floor. Meg and Rich Galen 
were visiting from Vista. They arrived in Atwater just in time for the "Big 
Storm" on Oct. 12th. Al and Ann Fosco came from Tracy to listen, even though 
Al's back was causing him a bit of pain and he couldn't dance. Jan and Elli 
Buhlert were welcome guests from Jackson. Jan played banjo on the 3rd jam set. 
Becky and Ray of ZOOM (Zydeco On Our Mind) also joined the 2nd jam set. 
And, did I see Tony back on drums during the 3rd jam? It was great to see so 
many musicians in attendance and I hope they all come back soon!!! 
  
Larry Graves was not present, and Art said that he was taking his aunt to lunch. 
I don't know why he didn't bring her to the Moose and buy her one on Madeline's 
delicious burgers. But I'll forgive him for being such a thoughtful nephew. 
  
Next time you see Madeline, please say a huge "THANK YOU" for giving up 
her Sunday afternoon with her family to come and flip burgers for us. I watched 
her make the potato salad and boy was it good. In fact, because she was in the 
kitchen by herself and there were already several people waiting in line, I  
pitched in and helped her as much as she would let me, which wasn't a lot. The 
burgers were a huge success and they sold out early, so a big thanks to all of you 
who enjoyed them. 
  
I had a nice chat with Michele Athens-Abell when she came in to drop  
off one of her paintings for the raffle (which was won by (Barbara Hartsell).  
Kurt and Michele would like you to join them for their Second Annual House  
Warming/Anniversary party on December 5th from 3:00 to 6:00 p.m. at 3855 
Woodland Ave. in Modesto. They will have organized music from 3 to 6 p.m. 
and an open jam from 6 to 7 p.m. There will be a tip jar available for you to show 
your appreciation of the musicians. One of Michele's paintings & Starbucks 
whole bean coffee will given away as doors prizes. The Abells would appreciate 
it if you would bring an appetizer to share, along with an alcoholic beverage 
if you desire. Non-alcoholic drinks will be provided. For those of 
you on Facebook you can RSVP in the EVENTS box on  

(Tidbits Continued on page 8) 

Sue’s 

Jazzy Tidbits 
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Special thanks to Forrest Jackson for capturing the event. 
 

For more photos, go to our online photo gallery at 
www.modestojazz.com/clubphotos/ 

7 

 


