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his m
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Traditional Jazz at Modesto Clarion Inn 
1612 Sisk Rd. • Modesto 

This month’s guest band is 

The 2010 version of JassCity carries 
on in the tradition established by Jim 
and Sherry Hubbard. With a swinging 
rhythm section and a well seasoned 
front line, this band remains one of 
the favorites on the circuit among 
dancers and listeners alike. JassCity 
musicians have performed with many 
notable entertainers, some of which 
include Tony Bennett, Pete Fountain and Lawrence Welk. Versatility is 
another hallmark, as several members double on various instruments and 
some others will pick up a microphone and belt out a vocal. 

 

Members include Bob Edson (trombone, bass, piano, vocals). Bob is a 
bandleader in his own right going back to his college days when he sent 

(JCJB Continued on page 2) 

Next Meeting 
October 17, 2010 
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Bob Edson's Centurions to various Fraternity's and Sororities in Oregon.  

Don Rees (alto, tenor and soprano sax, clarinet and vocals) was a long 
standing member of one of the central valley's longest running and most 
popular bands, Hogin's Heroes.  

Bob Stover (drums) is a versatile musician, holding the principal  
percussionist chair in the Stockton Symphony, drummer in several combos 
and big bands and leader of the Tropical Nights band.  

Darrell Fernandez (bass), was active in the Hawaiian jazz scene since 
1975 where he played with Herb Ellis, Trummy Young, Ernie Washington, 
and Dave Liebman. While in Hawaii, he performed in the Kool Jazz  
Festival and in various Honolulu jazz spots. Since moving to Sacramento 
in 1990, he has been a sought-after bassist in local clubs and jazz festivals 
throughout California.  

Bob Ringwald (piano/vocals) is a multi-talented musician who has formed 
and led several bands including the Great Pacific Jazz Band in Los  
Angeles and the Fulton Street Jazz Band of Sacramento, California. From 
1970-1973, he was the intermission pianist at Turk Murphy's famous San 
Francisco night spot, Earthquake McGoon's.  

Bob Sakoi (leader, trumpet, flugelhorn and thankfully no vocals). Bob 
started his musical career playing in the Dixieland band at the Great  
America theme park, later working his way through college playing Latin 
music in clubs and on the radio. In 1977 he moved to Las Vegas and  
performed with headliners including Tony Bennett and Sammy Davis Jr. 

(JCJB Continued from page 1) 
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MISSION STATEMENT 
The purpose of the 

MODESTO TRADITIONAL JAZZ SOCIETY 
 

To preserve & promote our unique American 
National music treasure for future generations, 
 
To give jazz musicians opportunities to share 
their talent with appreciative audiences, 
 
To encourage youth to learn & to continue the 
original American art form of playing jazz. 

 
 
 

2010-11 
Board Members 

 

President 
Jan Leer 
985-2223 

 

Vice-President 
Mary Menz  
(Ex-Officio) 

 

Secretary 
Jerry Cox 
529-3194 

 
Treasurer 

Mac McCarter 
 

Music Director 
Sue Eastman 

324-7272 
 

Membership Director 
Rozetta McNulty 

(Membership) 
869-2024 

 
Publicity Director 
Jeannie Wemken 

(Publicity) 
524-3517 

 

Members at Large 
Ernie Bucio 

985-5712 
David Livingston 

606-2056 
Forrest Jackson 

Elinor Purdy 
 
 

Next Board Meeting 
September 28th 
Jan Leer’s house 
1049 Dakota Ave, 

Modesto 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Modesto Traditional Jazz Society 

  

Annual Membership includes subscription and postage 
to the monthly newsletter, Jazzette. 

 

 FAMILY  $30       SINGLE  $20 
 

 NEW      RENEWAL    CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
 

Date: _______________  
 
Name: ___________________________________ 
 
Address: _________________________________ 
 
City: __________________  State: ____________ 
 
Zip: ___________ Phone: ___________________ 
 
E-Mail: __________________________________ 

 
 

 I am enclosing an additional $_______  
     for the MDJS General Fund. 
 

 I am enclosing an additional $_______ 
     for  the Youth Band Scholarship Fund. 
 

 I am interested in volunteering for 
    Club functions. 
 

PLEASE MAIL TO:  
MDJS c/o Rozetta McNulty 

4330 Highway 108 
Riverbank, CA 95367 

Thank you for your help in keeping Traditional Jazz alive! 

 Jazzette 
Vol. 29 No. 5 
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Send news items to the 
JAZZETTE the last week of the 
month to appear in the coming 

issue.  
 

Mail to... 
MODESTO TRADITIONAL 

JAZZ SOCIETY 
P.O. Box 4442 

Modesto, CA 95352-4442 
Or e-mail to 

jazzette@modestodixieland.com 

Many thanks to all the members who donated 
additional money, either by mail or at the door.  

Thanks Helping Keep Jazz Alive 

ATTENTION FRIENDS 
If you know of someone who is ill, celebrated a birthday or could use some cheering up, 

contact Jeannie Wemken at 524-3517. 

UPCOMING FESTIVALS 
 
Jubilee By The Sea — October 29-31, 2010 
This Jazz Festival hosted by The Basin Street Regulars Jazz Club in Pismo Beach has be-
come one of the best in California. All Events badges, $70, after Aug. 31, $80. For more 
information, call (805) 773-481-7840, (805) 922-5762 or go online at 
www.pismojazz.com. 
 
31st Annual San Diego Dixieland Jazz Festival — Nov. 24th -28th, 2010 
Discerning jazz fans call the San Diego Thanksgiving Dixieland Jazz Festival "the crown 
jewel of jazz festivals." The event is held during the Thanksgiving weekend at the Town & 
Country Resort and Convention Center, in San Diego. All Events badges, $90.  For more 
information, call (619) 297-5277, e-mail jazzinfo@dixielandjazzfestival.org or go online at  
www.dixielandjazzfestival.org/festival.html 

Monthly Trad Jazz Schedule 
1st Sunday:  Stockton Jazz Society — Elk's Lodge 
2nd Sunday:  Sacramento Jazz Society, Dante Club; www.sacjazz.org 
  Fresno Jazz Society — Dark for 2010 
3rd Sunday:  Modesto Jazz Society, Modesto Clarion Inn 
4th Sunday:  South Bay Jazz Society, Elk's Lodge, Sunnyvale 
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Fast-forward to Jazz Sunday in Modesto…September 19, 2010…our first 
meeting at the Clarion Inn…the Good, the Bad, and the President’s com-
ments… 
 
The Good: On Thursday before the meeting, we realized that the Lounge at 
the Clarion Inn was not going to work for the meeting, so we took our  
concerns to the people that could help us with the changes that needed to 
be made.  We had gotten word that the area was being converting into a 
sports bar.  The Clarion staff was very accommodating and addressed all 
our concerns.  We could not have asked for more help in preparation for 
Sunday. 
 
The Bad: When we arrived Sunday morning the new room was set up 
awaiting us.  But, it soon became evident our space would be limited.   
Unfortunately, it was too late for us to make the many changes that our 
members requested. 
 
The President’s Comment:  Those attending made several suggestions, 
and all comments have been considered.  I hope that members realize this 
was our first meeting there.  We will attempt to secure two rooms and more 
table space and maybe even a larger dance floor.  We will also find a better 
location for the raffle table.  
 
The Good:  We saw some faces we hadn’t seen in a while.  The jam sets 
were well organized and Natural Gas was a great guest band to listen and 
dance to.  They sent us a nice note thanking us for having them, and asked 
to be put on our list for next year. 
 
The Bad:  Before the bands even began playing, there were complaints that 
the sound levels were unpleasant.  There were also comments that the 
room temperature was inconsistent.  Remarks ranged from “meat locker” to 
“sauna.”  
 
The President’s Comment:  I think we have worked out these problems 
also. By the time Natural Gas started playing, Ernie had most of the sound 
issues resolved.  The Hotel Staff did their best to adjust and maintain a 
pleasant room temperature.  Most everyone appreciated the food and bar 
service. It was a trial situation, and adjustments will be made.  Please  
remember, we are not being charged for the room, and we hope everyone 
will take advantage of these services in the future so that the meeting  
benefits us, and the Clarion. 

(Musically speaking Continued on page 4) 

Musically Speaking 
President’s Message 
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Odd and Ends … A special thanks goes to Thom Olson for his generous 
contribution to the Youth Memorial Fund in memory of Nanette Olson and 
all she did for the Modesto Dixieland Jazz Society. 
 
Remember … Our meeting date will be Sunday, October 17th, at the 
Clarion Inn, with jams beginning at 12:00 Noon.  Put on your dancin’ 
shoes, bring a friend, and join us.  JassCity Jazz Band will provide the 
entertainment, and the new youth group, Lyndsey and the Other Guys, 
will be performing for the second jam set.  Don’t miss them.  Hope to see 
lots of other jammers for the other sets. You are in for some terrific live 
music as usual! 

(Musically speaking continued from page 3) 

— Jan Leer, 
President, MTJS 

Jazz is in the Air… 
Festival Update - October, 2010 

 
At our recent Board meeting it was decided that the Modesto Traditional 
Jazz Society would sponsor a third annual Jazz Festival in Modesto.  In 
this column every month we will try to keep you informed as to the pro-
gress of the festival. 
 

In the works:  
A new name for the festival…The Modesto Jazz Festival to replace the 
11th Street Jazz Fest. 
 

A new location for the weekend…The Clarion Inn has agreed to host the 
Festival on the weekend of May 21-22, 2011.  
 

A Youth Band Festival within the Festival will continue. 
 

We will attempt to secure eight to ten bands for your listening and dancing 
pleasure. 
 

It may be possible to get Miss Carol Channing as the feature artist for the 
Legends Concert. 
 

The club meeting will be changed to the 4th Sunday of May as is has been 
in years past.  
 

There is the possibility of a “Kick Off” party on the Friday night before the 
Festival. 
 

Gottschalk Music Center will again be a major contributor to the success 
of the Festival. 
 

MTJS responsibility will be to secure other sponsors, donations, program 
ads, ticket sales, and volunteers.  We will need volunteers for every aspect 
of this endeavor. 
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The club board has decided to run the monthly expenses to show the  
membership how money is spent each month. 

 

MODESTO TRADITIONAL JAZZ SOCIETY 
 

Income / Expense 
_09/01/10 — 10/01/10 

 

Expenses:  $597.28 
September Guest Band: $500 
Jazzette Expenses:  $97.28 
 
Net Gain:  $181.72 
 

Income:  $779.00 
 
Donations (Club):  $42 
Donations (Youth): $100 
Membership (Renewals): $80 
Membership (New) $0 
Raffle Donations (Club): $190 
Admissions:  $367 
 
 
 

Advertise in the Jazzette! Help 
support your Jazz Society! 

 
1/10 page — $5 
1 1/2" x 2 1/4" 

 
Business card — $10 

2" x 3 1/2" 
 

1/5 page — $15 
1 1/2" x 4 3/4" 

 
1/2 page — $25 
3 3/4" x 4 3/4" 

 
Full Page — $40 

7 1/2" x 4 3/4" 
 

For more information,  
email the newsletter editor at 

Jazzette@modestodixieland.com 

Jazzette Ad Rates 
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MTJS 2010 CALENDAR (6 months) 
 Month Date Event Notes 

  17 Monthly Club 
meeting, Clarion Inn 

JassCity Jazz Band 

November 10 Jazzette Deadline  

 21 Monthly Club 
meeting, Clarion Inn 

KnightSounds Big Band 

 30 Board of Directors  
Meeting 

7 pm, Jan’s “Board Room” 

December 8 Jazzette Deadline  

 19 Monthly Club 
meeting, Clarion Inn 

Cats ‘n’ Jammer Jazz Band 

Wednesdays, 6-9 p.m. 
Clarion Inn 

1612 Sisk Road — Modesto  
NO COVER 

Playing the Hot Jazz of the 
Pre-Swing Era. 

Rag Time • Dixieland • Traditional 
Jazz & Blues 

Relive the music of early New Orleans, 
The Roaring 20’s in Chicago 

and New York. 

The Creole Jazz Kings have been 
nominated for a Modesto Area Mu-
sic Award. Copy and paste the link 
below to your web browser to vote 
for Creole on the MAMA web site.  
They are listed in the Best Blues/

Jazz category.  
Voting ends November 17th. 

www.modestoview.com/mama/
awards/default.aspx 
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Natural Gas Jazz Band packed them in to the new site at the Clarion Inn. In fact 
Wayne & Lynn Lyndon came all the way from Auburn to hear them. Other 
guests last month were: Catherine Costa & Joe Plant, Bonnie Seay and 
Deardra Myers. It was great to have you all there and hope to see you again this 
month. 
 
Jam set # 1 
 
Martin Martinez — Saxophone; Ernie Bucio — Trumpet; Tony Palenzuelos — 
Drums; Don Rees — Reeds; Rozetta MczNulty — Piano; Chris Convery — 
Trombone 
 
Skeet Bowden showed me a picture of herself on her 90th birthday that included a 
picture of her (hanging on the wall in the background) taken when she was 20 
years old. What a wonderful picture that is…hang on to it Skeet. 
 
Jam set #2 
 
Rozetta McNulty — Piano; Dan Talbert — Trombone; Don Rees — Reeds; 
Janet Seay — Drums; Keith Baltz — Tuba; Geri Eckert — Vocals 
 
Jam set # 3 
 
Rozetta McNulty — Piano; Tony Palenzuelos — Drums; Don Rees — Reeds; 
Keith Baltz — Tuba; Dan Talbert — Trombone 
 
It as good to see Connie & Jess Sandoval, Don & Joy Burch, Mac and Skeet. 
Keith and Dan brought in the younger bar crowd late in the afternoon and livened 
up the place. 
 
Lucky Grant should have had his cataract surgery by the time I write this…so I 
hope everything went well and you are on the road to recovery. 
 
Please join us on the 17th when our guest band will be JassCity Jazz Band. Bob 
Sakoi is bringing in a youth band to play one the second jam set. So please come 
support the youth program and listen to Lindsey and the Other Guys.  
 

Sue 

Sue’s 

Jazzy Tidbits 
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Special thanks to Forrest Jackson for 
capturing the event. 
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