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T
his m

onth’s guest band  is  

Traditional Jazz at Modesto Clarion Inn 
1612 Sisk Rd. • Modesto 

September marks the return of a club favorite, Midnight Rose.  
 
For more than 18 years the  
Midnight Rose Jazz Band has been  
featuring entertainment, quality musician-
ship, and one of the most interesting,  
exciting, and unusual front lines on the 
jazz festival circuit. Described as a high 
energy Swinging Dixie Jazz band,  
Midnight Rose is full of fun and vitality! 
 
Veterans of dozens of California’s finest 
Traditional Jazz Festivals, the Midnight Rose Jazz Band is recognized as much for 
its energy and hilarity as for its entertaining musical interpretations. 
 
Midnight Rose’s musical approach is perhaps best described as eclectic,  
mainstream Dixieland Swing with a taste of feature tunes and novelty tunes 
thrown in. 
 
The band was formed in the spring of 1990, and Midnight Rose fast became  
recognized as a fun, crowd pleasing, regular on the jazz festival scene. 
 
Putting all of these elements together creates a band full of  
excitement, entertainment, hilarity, tight musicianship, and well, just plain fun! If 
those things are high on your list put on your dancing shoes and come hear the 
Midnight Rose Jazz Band.  

This month’s guest band is 

Next Meeting September 18, 2011 



2 

 

Life’s a bowl of cherries, and a diet coke… 
 
Editor’s Note: Club member Ernie Bucio suffered a stroke in mid-August and 
passed on Saturday, August 27, 2011. 
 

Dear Friends, 
 
Please forgive me if I cannot find the words for 
my column this month.  I have been trying for 
days to think of ways and words to express how I 
feel.  Ernie once told me life takes quirky, funny 
turns…and we need to realize that things happen 
for a reason…not ours to question why…but to 
enjoy the memories that are created when people 
become friends.  He said, "I'm Just a Lucky So 
and So." His life was devoted to his family, his 
friends, and his music. 

 
Ernie never stopped making plans and never slowed down to watch life go 

by.  He was always in there stirring up the pot with his new ideas.  There 
was never a problem he couldn't find some solution for.  There was never a 
gig that he wanted to turn down.  He wanted to brighten the world with  
music.  If he had booked four gigs in one day, he would somehow make 
them happen.  He was indeed a good man to have on your team. 
 
We were fortunate to have him in the Jazz Society.  He was proud that he 

had been with the founding members, as just a youngster, able to play with 
the "old guys."  He had so much respect for these  
musicians, and learned everything he could from them.  Then, he  
didn't walk away from his friends.  He stayed here and tried to pass his 
knowledge on to everyone willing to listen, young or old.  He did not settle 
for one style of music.  He wanted to play it all!  He took us from Modesto 
to Carnegie Hall to Bourbon Street to MoBand to X Fest and beyond.  We 

(Musically speaking Continued on page 3)           

Musically Speaking 
President’s Message 
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MISSION STATEMENT 
The purpose of the 

MODESTO TRADITIONAL JAZZ SOCIETY 
 

To preserve & promote our unique American 
National music treasure for future generations, 
 
To give jazz musicians opportunities to share 
their talent with appreciative audiences, 
 
To encourage youth to learn & to continue the 
original American art form of playing jazz. 

 
 
 

2011-12 
Board Members 

 

President 
Jan Leer 
985-2223 

 

Vice-President 
Mary Menz  
(Ex-Officio) 

 

Secretary 
Jerry Cox 
529-3194 

 
Treasurer 

Bill Torrens 
 

Music Director 
Sue Eastman 

324-7272 
 

Membership Director 
Rozetta McNulty 

(Membership) 
869-2024 

 
Publicity Director 
Jeannie Wemken 

(Publicity) 
524-3517 

 

Members at Large 
Ernie Bucio 

985-5712 
David Livingston 

606-2056 
Forrest Jackson 

Elinor Purdy 
 
 

Next Board Meeting 
Sept. 27th 

Gottschalk Music 
133 Burney St. Modesto 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Modesto Traditional Jazz Society 

  

Annual Membership includes subscription and postage 
to the monthly newsletter, Jazzette. 

 

 FAMILY  $30       SINGLE  $20 
 

 NEW      RENEWAL    CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
 

Date: _______________  
 
Name: ___________________________________ 
 
Address: _________________________________ 
 
City: __________________  State: ____________ 
 
Zip: ___________ Phone: ___________________ 
 
E-Mail: __________________________________ 

 
 

 I am enclosing an additional $_______  
     for the MDJS General Fund. 
 

 I am enclosing an additional $_______ 
     for  the Youth Band Scholarship Fund. 
 

 I am interested in volunteering for 
    Club functions. 
 

PLEASE MAIL TO:  
MDJS c/o Rozetta McNulty 

4330 Highway 108 
Riverbank, CA 95367 

Thank you for your help in keeping Traditional Jazz alive! 

 Jazzette 
Vol. 30 No. 6 
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Send news items to the 
JAZZETTE the last week of the 
month to appear in the coming 

issue.  
 

Mail to... 
MODESTO TRADITIONAL 

JAZZ SOCIETY 
P.O. Box 4442 

Modesto, CA 95352-4442 
Or e-mail to 

jazzette@modestodixieland.com 

Many thanks to all the members who donated 
additional money, either by mail or at the door.  

Thanks Helping Keep Jazz Alive 

ATTENTION FRIENDS 
If you know of someone who is ill, celebrated a birthday or could use some cheering up, 

contact Jeannie Wemken at 524-3517. 

Monthly Trad Jazz Schedule 
1st Sunday:  Stockton Jazz Society — Elk's Lodge 
2nd Sunday:  Sacramento Jazz Society, Dante Club; sacjazz.org 
3rd Sunday:  Modesto Jazz Society, Modesto Clarion Inn; modestojazz.com 
4th Sunday:  South Bay Jazz Society, Elk's Lodge, Sunnyvale; southbaytrad.org 

 

MTJS 2011 CALENDAR  
September 18 Monthly Club meeting - Clarion Inn Midnight Rose 

October 16 Monthly Club meeting - Clarion Inn Top of the Hill Jazz Band 

November 20 Monthly Club meeting - Clarion Inn Knight Sounds Big Band 

December 18 Monthly Club meeting - Clarion Inn Catsnjammer Jazz Band 
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— Jan Leer, 
President, MTJS 

played for the legends, Carol Channing and Joan Rivers.  All this, in just 
the last six months. 
 
I am so fortunate to have known Ernie Bucio for some thirty years.  I am 

even more fortunate to have shared his friendship, his ideas, and his  
music.  "They Can't Take That Away From Me."  
 
 
 
A note from Ernie’s wife Karen... 
 

I am writing to thank you all for your 
thoughts and prayers. You have all been so 
very supportive. Ernie would have been 
proud. 

  
Ernie often said 'I could die tomorrow a 

happy man.' He was so pleased with all he 
was able to experience in his life...he was  
living a dream. He felt he had done  
everything that he really wanted to do.  
Putting together concerts and interacting 
with all those guest artists of such high  
stature, that always amazed him. He so  
enjoyed working with the kids. That  
surprised him...what a joy he got teaching 
and doing so much with the kids. He thought working with the older folk 
in New Horizons had mellowed him out in his approach with musicians 
(some may question that).  He was a very intense man with high  
expectations of himself in addition to others. He pulled excellence out of 
musicians. He wasn't always tactful doing it, we all know, but he did it. He 
really loved working with all of you. 

 
We must carry on where he left off. He had small feet but leaves such 

large shoes to fill. He was very passionate about his music. We must  
continue with that passion. He was always helpful to people with their 
personal problems. If Ernie ever helped you, use that as strength to help 
others.  We all miss him so very much it is painful. But he was 
happy...very happy. 

Karen Bucio 
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Mission Gold did a great job keeping the listeners and the dancers happy. 
Their leader John Soulis donated CD’s for our raffle….thank you John. We 
hope to see and hear you guys again at another club or festival. 
 

I want to take this opportunity to thank all the musicians that came to jam. I 
always love it when the Rosenblum family comes and plays. I don’t know if 
it had anything to do with the email I sent, but it was greatly appreciated. It 
was great to have some of the musicians jamming in Shooter’s Bar & Grill. 
Ernie would have been proud. Let’s do it again this month. 
 

I want to say a very special “THANK YOU” to Tony Palazuelos for  
everything he did to help. I know he was there early to help Jan unload and 
set up all the equipment. And I’m sure he was probably at Gottschalk’s  
Music Center (even earlier) to help her load it up and then do it all again at 
the end of the day. . I know on beautiful sunny days Tony likes to be cruising 
along on his motorcycle. Also thank you to Gerry & JJ Cox for being there 
early to help as much as they could. 
 

I did not get much news as I had my granddaughter, Abby, and 14-month-old 
great granddaughter, Olivia with me. They live in Indiana and were visiting 
my daughter in Kansas when I was back there, so I brought them home with 
me for three weeks. It was wonderful to get to spend so much time with them 
and I miss them dearly. Olivia had a terrific time being a social butterfly and 
dancing. She told me she missed her friend and dance partner Bob Allenby. 
 

Some other faces I missed were Ruth & Lucky, Larry Graves, Art  
Gingrich, Linda Hill, Larry Crowl, Ann & Al Fosco, Jack & Lois 
Hunter, Bill & Esther Torrens and still Mike & Patty Schneider. We hope 
to see all your smiling faces soon! 
 

I hope you all join us on September 18th for Midnight Rose Jazz Band. You 
are in for a special treat because the youth band Take 2 from Elk Grove will 
also be performing. It’s an afternoon you don’t want to miss! 
 

We have lost a wonderful musician and all round great person in our  
community. Ernie….I am going to miss walking into a room and hearing 
you play “In the Mood” for me.  
 

Sue 
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The club board has decided to run the monthly expenses to show the  
membership how money is spent each month. 

 

MODESTO TRADITIONAL JAZZ SOCIETY 
 

Income / Expense 
_08/01/11 — 09/01/11 

Expenses:  $627.61 
 
Jazzette Expenses: $127.61 
Guest Band:  $500.00 
 
Net Loss:  -$15.61 
 

Income:  $612.00 
 
Donations (Club): $30.00 
Membership Renewals: $20.00 
Raffle:   $210.00 
Admissions:  $352.00 
 
 
 
 
 

Advertise in the Jazzette! Help 
support your Jazz Society! 

 
1/10 page — $5 
1 1/2" x 2 1/4" 

 
Business card — $10 

2" x 3 1/2" 
 

1/5 page — $15 
1 1/2" x 4 3/4" 

 
1/2 page — $25 
3 3/4" x 4 3/4" 

 
Full Page — $40 

7 1/2" x 4 3/4" 
 

For more information,  
email the newsletter editor at 

Jazzette@modestodixieland.com 

Jazzette Ad Rates 
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The Modesto Traditional Jazz Society lost several friends in  
August.  
 
Ernie Bucio suffered a stroke in mid-August and passed on  
Saturday, August 27, 2011. 

 

• • • 
 

Jerry Hogin, brother of Deck, passed in Sacramento. 
 

• • • 
 

Lenna Shockey also passed in August. Lenna and her husband 
Red were members of the Society from way back . 

REMEMBRANCES 

Attention! 
 

There is a change in the Jam Set order for this month. 
 

Since Take 2 Jazz Band (youth band) is also going to be 
playing, the jammers will get the 12 to 12:50 set in the 

main room and then Midnight Rose and Take 2 are going 
to alternate the remaining sets. 

 
Sue Eastman talked to Alex (bar manager) and we can use 

Shooter's Bar and Grill for jam sets until 5.   

5 

 

Wednesdays, 6-9 p.m. 
Clarion Inn 

1612 Sisk Road — Modesto  
NO COVER 

Playing the Hot Jazz of the 
Pre-Swing Era. 

Rag Time • Dixieland • Traditional 
Jazz & Blues 

Relive the music of early New Orleans, 
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