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T
his m

onth’s guest band  is  

Traditional Jazz at Modesto Clarion Inn 
1612 Sisk Rd. • Modesto 

We have a band new to club for October, 
Top Of The Hill Jazz Band from the Bay Area.  
 
Top Of The Hill Jazz Band has played at  
various events (2007 Saratoga Rotary Art Show, Camden 
Community Center, Scottish Rites Temple, 2007 San Jose 
Jazz festival, and on and on) and is made up of a huge pool 
of Bay Area professional, semi-professional and amateur 
musicians. 
 
The Top Of The Hill Jazz Band has been actively  
g o i n g  o u t  a n d  p l a y i n g  g i g s  o n  
behalf of South Bay Traditional Jazz Society. 

Next Meeting 
October 16, 2011 
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"I think I should have no other mortal wants, if I could always have 
plenty of music. It seems to infuse strength into my limbs and ideas 
into my brain. Life seems to go on without effort, when I am filled 
with music." 

— George Eliot (Mary Anne Evans, English 
novelist and journalist) 

 
Much can be considered when you stop to think about the rich long 

history of music throughout time.  But, I would like to focus very 
briefly on the history of jazz and its value to music education.  
Dedicated teachers of the art attempt to provide better understanding 
of the language of jazz to their students…the great history and the 
many styles that jazz, alone, has to offer… the tremendous  
opportunities for creativity it provides through theory, improvisation, 
composition, and arranging…and the fact that jazz study introduces 
students to something unique and exciting about this country and 
about its history…when you consider all these things, you have to 
see the study of jazz as having tremendous value students of all ages. 
 
In order for students to benefit from all that jazz studies have to  

offer, they must have teachers who are equipped to deliver  
outstanding jazz instruction to their students.  Local musicians can 
serve as a tremendous resource to work with students.  Local groups 
and businesses can support and promote music programs in our 
schools.  Despite the state's funding cuts for the arts in public 
schools, there are so many successful and thriving jazz education 
programs throughout the Central Valley. We need to make sure that 
these programs and events get publicity and encouragement.   
 
It is a joy to watch so many students take part in the activities that 

are available in our area.  Think about what you might do to promote 
jazz education.  If you see that an event is planned, make an effort to 

(Musically speaking Continued on page 3)           

Musically Speaking 
President’s Message 
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MISSION STATEMENT 
The purpose of the 

MODESTO TRADITIONAL JAZZ SOCIETY 
 

To preserve & promote our unique American 
National music treasure for future generations, 
 
To give jazz musicians opportunities to share 
their talent with appreciative audiences, 
 
To encourage youth to learn & to continue the 
original American art form of playing jazz. 

 
 
 

2011-12 
Board Members 

 

President 
Jan Leer 

209-985-2223 
 

Vice-President 
Mary Menz  
(Ex-Officio) 

 

Secretary 
Jerry Cox 

209-529-3194 
 

Treasurer 
Debbie Frederickson 

209-499-4926 
 

Music Director 
Sue Eastman 
209-324-7272 

 

Membership Director 
Rozetta McNulty 

209-869-2024 
 

Publicity Director 
Jeannie Wemken 

(Publicity) 
209-524-3517 

 

Members at Large 
Norma Brewster 
David Livingston 

209-606-2056 
Forrest Jackson 

Elinor Purdy 
 
 

Next Board Meeting 
Sept. 27th 

Gottschalk Music 
133 Burney St. Modesto 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Modesto Traditional Jazz Society 

  

Annual Membership includes subscription and postage 
to the monthly newsletter, Jazzette. 

 

 FAMILY  $30       SINGLE  $20 
 

 NEW      RENEWAL    CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
 

Date: _______________  
 
Name: ___________________________________ 
 
Address: _________________________________ 
 
City: __________________  State: ____________ 
 
Zip: ___________ Phone: ___________________ 
 
E-Mail: __________________________________ 

 
 

 I am enclosing an additional $_______  
     for the MDJS General Fund. 
 

 I am enclosing an additional $_______ 
     for  the Youth Band Scholarship Fund. 
 

 I am interested in volunteering for 
    Club functions. 
 

PLEASE MAIL TO:  
MDJS c/o Rozetta McNulty 

4330 Highway 108 
Riverbank, CA 95367 

Thank you for your help in keeping Traditional Jazz alive! 

 Jazzette 
Vol. 30 No. 7 
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Send news items to the 
JAZZETTE the last week of the 
month to appear in the coming 

issue.  
 

Mail to... 
MODESTO TRADITIONAL 

JAZZ SOCIETY 
P.O. Box 4442 

Modesto, CA 95352-4442 
Or e-mail to 

jazzette@modestodixieland.com 

Many thanks to all the members who donated 
additional money, either by mail or at the door.  

Thanks Helping Keep Jazz Alive 

ATTENTION FRIENDS 
If you know of someone who is ill, celebrated a birthday or could use some cheering up, 

contact Jeannie Wemken at 524-3517. 

Monthly Trad Jazz Schedule 
1st Sunday:  Stockton Jazz Society — Elk's Lodge; stocktondixielandjazz.org 
2nd Sunday:  Sacramento Jazz Society, Dante Club; sacjazz.org 
3rd Sunday:  Modesto Jazz Society, Modesto Clarion Inn; modestojazz.com 
4th Sunday:  South Bay Jazz Society, Elk's Lodge, Sunnyvale; southbaytrad.org 

 

MTJS 2011 CALENDAR  
October 16 Monthly Club meeting - Clarion Inn Top of the Hill Jazz Band 

November 20 Monthly Club meeting - Clarion Inn Knight Sounds Big Band 

December 18 Monthly Club meeting - Clarion Inn Catsnjammer Jazz Band 
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— Jan Leer, 
President, MTJS 

SPECIAL RAFFLE THIS MONTH! 
 

This is a print of a mural painted by club member,  
Martin Martinez. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Martin is a local musician, music teacher and artist. 
 

Martin spent 13 years recreating Leonardo da Vinci’s 
famous painting, “The Last Supper,” on his kitchen 
wall. The framed print was donated to MTJS for a  

special raffle at the October meeting. 
 

Tickets will sell for $1 each and the drawing will 
be separate from the regular raffle.  

attend.  Contribute by being there.  Take a friend, young or old.  
Share the gift of jazz with someone.   
 
"Jazz washes away the dust of everyday life." 
Art Blakey (American Grammy Award -winning jazz drummer and 

bandleader) 

(Musically Speaking Continued from page 2) 
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Okay … football season has arrived! So most of my afternoon was 
spent in Shooters Pub and Grill watching the Forty Niners and 
Raiders games. Therefore, this column will be very short.  

 
Midnight Rose Jazz Band was fabulous as usual. In addition, I 

loved having Take 2 perform for us. Nancy does such a great job with 
these kids. I hope we can have them back sometime in the future. I'm 
glad some of our youth fund money went to help send the band to jazz 
camp.  

 
It was also wonderful to see the great turn out of musicians for the 

jam set. I had talked to Alex earlier in the month and he said we could 
use Shooter's for jam sets the rest of the afternoon. However, he forgot 
it was football day. Sorry guys, but please be sure and come back as we 
will be back to our normal schedule.  

 
Thanks to all of you who donated gifts for the raffle. Without your 

donations our raffle would not be the success it is, so please keep them 
coming! Barbara Hartsell made another pie and guess what? Ashley 
won it. She also won the peach pie Barbara made for the raffle a couple 
of months ago.  

 
On Sunday, September 18th, long time member, Phyllis Lawyer was 

killed in an automobile accident. Our sincere condolences go out to her 
family.  

 
I also want to say thank you to Thom Olson for taking pictures last 

month when Forrest came down with a bug and couldn't make it to the 
Clarion.  

 
We hope to see all of you on the 15th when our guest band is Top of 

the Hill Jazz Band.   
 
 

Sue 
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The club board has decided to run the monthly expenses to show the  
membership how money is spent each month. 

 

MODESTO TRADITIONAL JAZZ SOCIETY 
 

Income / Expense 
_09/01/11 — 10/01/11 

Expenses:  $623.67 
 
Jazzette Expenses: $123.67 
Guest Band:  $500.00 
 
Net Gain:  $67.33 
 

Income:  $691.00 
 
Donations (Club): $44.00 
Donations (Youth): $181.00 
Membership Renewals: $80.00 
Raffle (Club):  $107.00 
Raffle (Youth):  $106.00 
Admissions:  $281.00 
 
 
 
 
 

Advertise in the Jazzette! Help 
support your Jazz Society! 

 
1/10 page — $5 
1 1/2" x 2 1/4" 

 
Business card — $10 

2" x 3 1/2" 
 

1/5 page — $15 
1 1/2" x 4 3/4" 

 
1/2 page — $25 
3 3/4" x 4 3/4" 

 
Full Page — $40 

7 1/2" x 4 3/4" 
 

For more information,  
email the newsletter editor at 

Jazzette@modestodixieland.com 

Jazzette Ad Rates 
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EDITOR’S NOTE 
Many thanks to Thom Olson for filling in 

as our  photographer for the September 
meeting. Forrest Jackson was ill  and 

could not make it to the meeting. 

5 

 

Wednesdays, 6-9 p.m. 
Clarion Inn 

1612 Sisk Road — Modesto  
NO COVER 

Playing the Hot Jazz of the 
Pre-Swing Era. 

Rag Time • Dixieland • Traditional 
Jazz & Blues 

Relive the music of early New Orleans, 

The 
Modesto Traditional 

Jazz Society 
would like to thank 

Jackson Rancheria 
for the donation of the casino trip 
package for our special auction. 

www.jacksoncasino.com 

Thank You 
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