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Traditional Jazz at Modesto Clarion Inn 
1612 Sisk Rd. • Modesto 

Club Meeting 
AUGUST 19, 2012 

The guest band for August is Devil Mountain Jazz Band. 

Devil Mountain continues to develop their 
multi-style approach to preserving the  
popular music of the late 1800's through the 
early 1930's, and the west coast revival jazz 
of the 1940's. The eight piece band is best 
known for the two trumpet sounds of the Joe 
Oliver and Lu Watters bands and the  
orchestrated "hot dance" music of the late 

twenties. You'll also hear DMJB perform ragtime, blues, "Dixieland"  
standards, gospel and novelty tunes, and an occasional duck-call by Pete 
Main, or assorted strange-instrument solos by Pete, Noel, and Glenn. 

The band also recreates the New Orleans-derived hot jazz popularized by 
Armstrong, Hardin, Biederbecke, Morton, etc., in Chicago in the late  
twenties. At many jazz festivals, they present special historical concerts 
celebrating the music of these jazz greats, and a special show, "From  
Ragtime to Jazz". 

(Devil Mountain Continued on page 4) 
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The world comes together every four years for the Summer 
Olympics. Those of you that have known me for some time, 
know my two passions are music and sports.  Participation in 
either activity can be done as an individual or as team. But all 
Americans are part of a team at the Olympics. Individuals 
have prepared so the team can succeed.  As the Board of a 
musical organization, we are the leaders of a team and team 
members are chosen because of their skills.  Players are  
positioned on the team by their strengths and talents. As  
manager of this team this past four years, I have been  
fortunate to have an all-star team.  We have a fine blending of 
seasoned veterans and capable rookies.  We have lost some 
talented members, in our club and on our board, veterans that 
had contributed talent and skills over the years.  
 
Often a team finds itself in a challenging situation.  In June we 
welcomed two new board members to our team, Becky 
Sharp as Secretary to succeed JJ Cox and Nicky  
Richardson as Treasurer, a position that has struggled for 
the past four years.  It is indeed a pleasure to have them on 
our team.  Their assistance and expertise will definitely make 
an impact. Everyone on the team was present at our last 
board meeting we put our goals on the line. We discussed 

(Musically Speaking Continued on page 8) 

Admission Prices 
(Effective January 1, 2012) 

Jazz Society Members:  $8                  
Guests:  $12 
Guest Band Musicians and 1 (one) Band Companion:  No charge 
Performing Jam Musicians:  No Charge    
Jammer Companion/Spouse:  Member or Guest price 
Student, with Student Body Card:   $2 

Musically Speaking 
President’s Message 
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MISSION STATEMENT 
The purpose of the 

MODESTO TRADITIONAL JAZZ SOCIETY 
 

To preserve & promote our unique American 
National music treasure for future generations, 
 
To give jazz musicians opportunities to share 
their talent with appreciative audiences, 
 
To encourage youth to learn & to continue the 
original American art form of playing jazz. 

 
 
 

2012 
Board Members 

 
 

President 
Jan Leer 

209-985-2223 
 

Vice-President 
Mary Menz  
(Ex-Officio) 

 

Secretary 
Becky Sharp 

 
Treasurer 

Nicky Richardson-Ikpo 
 

Music Director 
Sue Eastman 
209-324-7272 

 

Membership Director 
Rozetta McNulty 

209-869-2024 
 

Publicity Director 
Jeannie Wemken 

(Publicity) 
209-524-3517 

 

Members at Large 
Norma Brewster 
David Livingston 

209-606-2056 
Forrest Jackson 

Elinor Purdy 
 
 
 
 
 

Next Board Meeting 
Sept. 25, 7 p.m. 
@ Jan’s Place 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Modesto Traditional Jazz Society 

  

Annual Membership includes subscription and postage 
to the monthly newsletter, Jazzette. 

 

 FAMILY  $30    SINGLE  $20 
 

 NEW   RENEWAL    CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
 

Date: _______________  
 
Name: ___________________________________ 
 
Address: _________________________________ 
 
City: __________________  State: ____________ 
 
Zip: ___________ Phone: ___________________ 
 
E-Mail: __________________________________ 

 
 

 I am enclosing an additional $_______  
  for the MDJS General Fund. 
 

 I am enclosing an additional $_______ 
  for  the Youth Band Scholarship Fund. 
 

 I am interested in volunteering for 
 Club functions. 
 

PLEASE MAIL TO:  
MDJS c/o Rozetta McNulty 

4330 Highway 108 
Riverbank, CA 95367 

Thank you for your help in keeping Traditional Jazz alive! 

 Jazzette 
Vol. 31 No. 5 
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Many thanks to all the members who donated additional money,  
either by mail or at the door.  

Thanks Helping Keep Jazz Alive 

ATTENTION FRIENDS 
If you know of someone who is ill, celebrated a birthday or could use some cheering up, 

contact Jeannie Wemken at 524-3517. 

Hibiscus, Barbara Hartsel had the winning ticket for the See's gift 
certificate and American Rag, Ellie Buhlert walked away with a 
bottle of wine and MoBand glasses, Sue Eastman (and family) got 
to enjoy the peach pie and Gerry Cox won a bottle of red wine and 
three CD's. Keep those great donations coming in for the raffle so 
we can continue to send our youth to jazz camp. 

Please be sure and say thanks to Tony and Jan, who arrive up 
early to make sure the sound equipment and the raffle table are all 
set up. THANK YOU!!! 

I'll be hiring bands for 2013 soon. If you have a band or bands 
that you would like to hear or help sponsor, please let me know. 

Our guest band in August is the ever popular, Devil Mountain 
Jazz Band. I hope to see you all there and remember….eat, drink 
and be merry, it pays our rent. 

(Tidbits Continued from page 5) 
 

Sue 
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Meet The 2012 MTJS Team...   
 
It’s been four years since I became President of MTJS, and many things 
have changed.  I would like to bring back one of the first features I wrote 
for the Jazzette,  introducing you to the members (veterans and rookies) 
of our team. Over the next few months I will write about their many unique 
personal attributes that rarely surface at our monthly club meetings.  
Thanks, Mary, for being the first member to be highlighted. 
 
Board Position: Vice President/Immediate Past President - Mary Menz 
 
Mary managed the MDJS Team 
when I was recruited and brought 
up to play secretary.  After about 
four years I found myself in her  
position, and thankfully she has  
remained handy to contribute her 
knowledge and advice.  
 
Mary is a retired State worker,  
married to Fred Herman.  Her 
ninety-year-old mother, Billie Menz, 
plays piano with the Sacramento 
Jazz Society. She has three sisters, 
Margie, Mindy, and Marti, as well as 
two children and two grandchildren.   
 
Mary first heard about MDJS on 
KUOP, the radio station that  
broadcasts from the University of 
the Pacific in Stockton. One  
Sunday, they announced there 
would be a jazz band at the Double Tree in Modesto.  She first attended a 
club meeting about 1996 and became a member in 2000. The first new 
friends that Mary made at the club were Nanette and Thom Olson. She 
became involved with the club because she enjoyed traditional jazz and 
the music compels one to dance. 
 
Mary is a dancer…she dances and teaches the Tango and has made four 
trips to Buenos Aires with Modesto Tango Argentino.  She also attends 
the West Coast Ragtime Festival every year, and is a fan of the Hawaiian 
Hula. Mary enjoys all styles of Ballroom dancing.  At the Club we can see 
Mary step to just about any beat. She also enjoys playing piano. 
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THE RIPON ARTS LEAGUE 
Announces its schedule for 

2012-2013 
 

September 11, 2012 
ROYAL SOCIETY JAZZ ORCHESTRA 

October 11, 2012 
BUTCH THOMPSON TRIO 

November 13, 2012 
RHYTHM RIDERS 

February 12, 2013 
GOLDEN BOUGH 

March 14, 2013 
SADDLE CATS 

 
Total cost of membership for all 5 concerts is $30 per person 

For more information, or to join, please call: 
 

Jackie Ballatore — (209) 599-3476 
Or 

Joe O’Leary — (209) 599-3223 

Since 1982, Devil Mountain has performed at several hundred jazz  
festivals, scores of Jazz Society and civic concerts, fourteen jazz cruises, 
and have held down two monthly dance & concert series in the San  
Francisco East Bay area at the Pleasanton Hotel and FRIENDS OF JAZZ, 
now at the Danville Grange Hall. They have released ten recordings, most 
recently, "YOU ASKED FOR MORE". 

Band members include: Ken Keeler - Leader, Banjo, Guitar; Pete Main - 
Reeds; Jim Maihack - Piano; Ken Brock- Cornet; Keith Baltz - Tuba 
Noel Weidkamp - Cornet, Reeds; Allan Grissette - Drums; Glenn  
Calkins - Trombone. 

(Devil Mountain Continued from page 1) 
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The club board has decided to run the monthly expenses to show the  
membership how money is spent each month. 

 

MODESTO TRADITIONAL JAZZ SOCIETY 
 

Income / Expense 
_07/01/12 — 08/01/12 

Expenses:  $994.15 
 
Guest band:  $600.00 
Jazzette Expenses: $128.95 
Internet (Web Site): $165.20 
Piano Tune/Repair: $100.00 
 
Net Loss:  $426.15 
 

Income:  $568.00 
 
Donations (Club): $10.00 
Donations (Youth): $10.00 
Membership (Renewals): $140.00 
Membership (New): $20.00 
Raffle (Club):  $108.00 
Admissions:  $208.00 
 
 

Advertise in the Jazzette! Help 
support your Jazz Society! 

 
1/10 page — $5 
1 1/2" x 2 1/4" 

 
Business card — $10 

2" x 3 1/2" 
 

1/5 page — $15 
1 1/2" x 4 3/4" 

 
1/2 page — $25 
3 3/4" x 4 3/4" 

 
Full Page — $40 

7 1/2" x 4 3/4" 
 

For more information,  
email the newsletter editor at 

Jazzette@modestodixieland.com 

Jazzette Ad Rates 
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ideas, strategies, and promotional techniques. Modesto  
Traditional Jazz Society has set a rhythm that is driving  
forward.  We are not just sitting back and reminiscing about the 
good old days of the Modesto Dixieland Jazz Society. We 
are a Board that is meeting and sharing ideas to reach several 
new objectives.  We have purpose and ambition. 
 
There is no destination without a beginning.  We have great 
memories and the stories should be told again and again, but 
memories do not always push us to higher goals.  As members 
of the Jazz Society, you too are members of our team.   
Everything you contribute benefits our team.  So, share your 
ideas with a Board Member! 
 
As a team, we have confidence about the direction our club is 
moving.  We have some younger members that are stepping 
up and sharing their talents. If you haven’t attended a meeting 
in a while, you need to come out on August 19th to see guest 
band Devil Mountain. You'll hear them perform ragtime, blues, 
"Dixieland" standards, gospel and novelty tunes.  The band 
also plays the New Orleans-style jazz popularized by Louis 
Armstrong.  Put on your dancin’ shoes and bring a friend to 
hear the beat go on! 
 
Next Board Meeting:  
Our next Board Meeting will be Tuesday, September 25, 2012 
at Jan’s Place.  

(Musically Speaking Continued from page 2) 

— Jan Leer, 
President, MTJS 
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Sue’s Jazzy Tidbits 
Wow…those of you who weren't at the July meeting missed an 

afternoon of fun and wonderful music. Black Tuesday Jazz Band 
was fantastic. I hope everyone caught Don Irving and Dominic 
Ruggieri playing soprano sax duet on Sidney Bechet's "Si Tu Vois 
Ma Mere", it was awesome! 

I was very disappointed that we had so few jammers but thank 
you to the members of Black Tuesday who filled in the blank spots. I 
hope we get more musicians out to jam in the months to come. Dave 
Livingston did a wonderful job of organizing the jam sets and  
calling the tunes. Thank you Dave! Plus he did a fantastic job on the 
trumpet. 

It was nice to have Elinor Purdy back with us and looking  
radiant. Also joining us was Elizabeth Thompson/Gunter. Jeannie 
was back in her seat at the check in table. Patty and Mike  
Schneider were back and I really enjoy the fun and laughter they 
bring. 

Norma Lindner was absent, but, I understand she was attending 
a family birthday party. Also absent were Larry & Nikki Crowl, 
Lucky Grant, Ruth Garringer, Don & Joy Burch, Ann & Al  
Fosco, Nicky Richardson & Audrey and Warren Axe, just to 
name a few. Don Rees was also not there but according to the Delta 
Rag, he had back surgery on July 12th. We hope to see all your  
smiling faces again real soon. 

We had some very nice prizes donated for the raffle, with the 
peach pie (made by Barbara Hartsel) being most sought after. Some 
of the winners were: Carol Babb took home the beautiful yellow 

(Tidbits Continued on page 10) 
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