
SU
N

D
A

Y
, N

O
V

E
M

B
E

R
  18, 2012 —

 12 p.m
. T

O
 5:00 p.m

. 

 at T
he CLA

RIO
N

 IN
N

 O
N

 SISK
 R

D In M
O

D
E

ST
O

 

 

T
his m

onth’s guest is  

JA
N

 LEER
 

President 
P.O

. B
ox 4442 

M
odesto, C

A
 95352-4442 

(209) 985-2223 
w

w
w

.m
odestojazz.com

 

Traditional Jazz at Modesto Clarion Inn 
1612 Sisk Rd. • Modesto 

Club Meeting 
NOVEMBER 18, 2012 

It's November so it must 
be time for Knight 
Sounds Big Band. 

The area's premier swing 
band is back with their 
classic style of 30s and 
40s swing music. 

Knight Sounds is a non- 
profit organization that 

turns all of the proceeds from performances into scholarships for 
high school musicians as well as donating to the school’s music  
program.  

Originally named the Downey Alumni Band, Knight Sounds was 
formed in 1991 at the request of Downey High School’s then  
Activity Director, the late Major Bob Porkorny. 

(Knight Sounds Continued on page 4) 
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Nothing purchased can come close to the renewed sense of gratitude 
for having family and friends. — Courtland Milloy 
 

I guess I had no takers on my offer for someone to write an article 
for the Jazzette, so, I once again will pen a few words to keep you 
up to date on our club activities. I hope everyone has adjusted to the 
time change and recent changing weather patterns. 

 

It has been over two years now since our first meeting at the  
Clarion Inn.  The Jazz Society has become a regular established 
guest on the third Sunday of each month. Occasionally when we  
arrive on Sunday mornings there are a few surprises, but we have 
worked them all out.  The staff welcomes us each month and tries 
hard to meet all our needs.  The food and drink service is always 
friendly and helpful! 

 

For the first time, our October meeting was held in Vintage 3 and 
4.  It seemed to fit the band and guests quite well.  We filled eight 
large tables and there was still adequate room to dance.  The sound 
easily filled the room and I think the jam sets were some of the best 
we've had in a long while. We always need jammers, especially for 
the 12 o'clock set that gets the party started. We have lost some of 
our loyalist jammers in the last few years, and we need to reach out 
and invite musicians to join us.  There are three jam sets each  
meeting, and anyone that enjoys playing Traditional Jazz or  

(Musically Speaking Continued on page 3) 

Admission Prices 
(Effective January 1, 2012) 

Jazz Society Members:  $8                  
Guests:  $12 
Guest Band Musicians and 1 (one) Band Companion:  No charge 
Performing Jam Musicians:  No Charge    
Jammer Companion/Spouse:  Member or Guest price 
Student, with Student Body Card:   $2 

Musically Speaking 
President’s Message 
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MISSION STATEMENT 
The purpose of the 

MODESTO TRADITIONAL JAZZ SOCIETY 
 

To preserve & promote our unique American 
National music treasure for future generations, 
 
To give jazz musicians opportunities to share 
their talent with appreciative audiences, 
 
To encourage youth to learn & to continue the 
original American art form of playing jazz. 

 
 
 

2012 
Board Members 

 
 

President 
Jan Leer 

209-985-2223 
 

Vice-President 
Mary Menz  
(Ex-Officio) 

 

Secretary 
Becky Sharp 

 
Treasurer 

Nicky Richardson-Ikpo 
 

Music Director 
Sue Eastman 
209-324-7272 

 

Membership Director 
Rozetta McNulty 

209-869-2024 
 

Publicity Director 
Jeannie Wemken 

(Publicity) 
209-524-3517 

 

Members at Large 
Norma Brewster 
David Livingston 

209-606-2056 
Forrest Jackson 

Elinor Purdy 
 
 
 
 
 

Next Board Meeting 
November  27, 7 p.m. 

@ Jan’s Place 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Modesto Traditional Jazz Society 

  

Annual Membership includes subscription and postage 
to the monthly newsletter, Jazzette. 

 

 FAMILY  $30    SINGLE  $20 
 

 NEW   RENEWAL    CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
 

Date: _______________  
 
Name: ___________________________________ 
 
Address: _________________________________ 
 
City: __________________  State: ____________ 
 
Zip: ___________ Phone: ___________________ 
 
E-Mail: __________________________________ 

 
 

 I am enclosing an additional $_______  
  for the MTJS General Fund. 
 

 I am enclosing an additional $_______ 
  for  the Youth Band Scholarship Fund. 
 

 I am interested in volunteering for 
 Club functions. 
 

PLEASE MAIL TO:  
MTJS c/o Rozetta McNulty 

4330 Highway 108 
Riverbank, CA 95367 

Thank you for your help in keeping Traditional Jazz alive! 

 Jazzette 
Vol. 31 No. 8 
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Many thanks to all the members who donated additional money,  
either by mail or at the door.  

Thanks Helping Keep Jazz Alive 

ATTENTION FRIENDS 
If you know of someone who is ill, celebrated a birthday or could use some cheering up, 

contact Jeannie Wemken at 524-3517. 

Help support the 
Jazz Society! 

Place your  
business ad here! 

For current rates and availability 
Contact Jazzette Editor Dave Livingston at (209) 606-2056  

or email Jazzette@modestodixieland.com. 
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Dixieland is welcome to join the jam sets.  The rhythm section has 
been the hardest to fill of late.  We are especially looking for  
interested youth, to keep the music alive.  Many thanks to all those 
that participated in October. 

 

The Halloween Raffle was a terrific success. Donations were 
very creative and ticket sales were outstanding.  Let's continue with 
our creativity and themed raffles with a Harvest/Thanksgiving table 
this month.   

 

Our next meeting date will be Sunday, November 18th, at the  
Clarion Inn, with jam sets beginning at 12:00 Noon. Our Guest 
Band, as in the past many years, will be Knight Sounds Big Band. 
Knight Sounds is assembled and maintained by a group of  
musicians willing to give of their time and talent in order to  
perpetuate music education in the local community high schools.  
The band was first organized as the Thomas Downey High School 
Pep Band over twenty years ago. The vision of the band today is to 
continue playing great dancing music and to raise funds that will 
eventually provide self-funding music scholarships for graduating 
students.  This is a great opportunity for all the swing dancers to hit 
the dance floor and show off their dancing skills!  Put on your  
dancin' shoes and bring a friend to hear a great performance.   

 

Next Board Meeting:  
Our next Board Meeting will be Tuesday, November 27, 2012 at 

Jan's Place. 
 

May your stuffing be tasty;  
may your turkey be plump, 
May your potatoes and gravy 
have nary a lump. 
May your yams be delicious 
and your pies take the prize, 
May your Thanksgiving dinner 
stay off of your thighs! 
— Anonymous 
 
Wishing everyone a Happy Thanksgiving!! 

(Musically Speaking Continued from page 2) 

— Jan Leer, 
President, MTJS 
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Band leader Glenn Mount was asked to assemble a band to play for 
Downey’s 40th year Celebration held on Sept. 21st 1991. A group 
of players talked about keeping this organization together.  

The band played its first real Swing dance for the Ballroom Dance 
Club of Modesto. The response from the club was overwhelming. At 
that first gig the band had several club members tell them that was 
the first time in many years they had heard a band play their favorite 
tunes the way they remembered them, with full orchestration and 
original scores. Since that first engagement the band has changed 
direction and its name. They now go by the name of Knight 
Sounds  (Downey Knights..... Get it?) Their main function is to play 
Big Band Era music for dances although they do continue to play 
local festivals and special events.  

In 1995 Knight Sounds honored Mr. Kenneth Farrell who was the 
Band Director and instrumental music instructor at Downey High 
school from 1954 to 1974, by establishing a music scholarship in his 
honor.  

Knight Sounds has continued this scholarship at Downey ever since 
and have expanded to the other area high schools. 
 
Several members of the MTJS play in Knight Sounds,  
including Dave Livingston, Anna Leonesio and MTJS President 
Jan Leer. Included in this performance is a special guest on piano, 
Bonnie Otto of Wooden Nickel Jass Band and Sister Swing fame.  

(Knight Sounds Continued from page 1) 
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The club board has decided to run the monthly expenses to show the  
membership how money is spent each month. 

 

MODESTO TRADITIONAL JAZZ SOCIETY 
 

Income / Expense 
_10/01/12 — 11/01/12 

Expenses:  $699.10 
 
Guest band:  $600.00 
Jazzette Expenses: $99.10 
 
Net Gain:  $138.90 
 

Income:  $838.00 
 
Admissions:  $262.00 
Membership (Renewals): $130.00 
Membership (New): 0$20.00 
Raffle (Club):  $128.00 
Raffle (Youth):  $128.00 
Donations 
 (Club):     $10.00 
 (Al Fosco Mem.):   $50.00 
 (Nanette Olsen Mem.): $110.00 
 

Advertise in the Jazzette! Help 
support your Jazz Society! 

 
1/10 page — $5 
1 1/2" x 2 1/4" 

 
Business card — $10 

2" x 3 1/2" 
 

1/5 page — $15 
1 1/2" x 4 3/4" 

 
1/2 page — $25 
3 3/4" x 4 3/4" 

 
Full Page — $40 

7 1/2" x 4 3/4" 
 

For more information,  
email the newsletter editor at 

Jazzette@modestodixieland.com 

Jazzette Ad Rates 
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Sue’s Jazzy Tidbits 
Sue was unable to write her column this month due to a 

technology issue. Tidbits will be back next month. Here is the  
schedule she has lined up for the next several months: 

 
Dec. 16 — Catsnjammers Jazz Band 

Jan. 20 — The Smart Fellers 
Feb. 17 — Cell Block 7 

Mar. 17 —  Yosemite Jazz Band 
Apr. 21 —  FOUNDERS DAY* 

 
*Bands TBA 

 

THE RIPON ARTS LEAGUE 
Announces its schedule for 

2012-2013 
 

February 12, 2013 
GOLDEN BOUGH 

March 14, 2013 
SADDLE CATS 

 
Total cost of membership for all 5 concerts* is $30 per person 

For more information, or to join, please call: 
 

Jackie Ballatore — (209) 599-3476 
Or 

Joe O’Leary — (209) 599-3223 
*Three concert dates have passed 
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