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Traditional Jazz at Modesto Clarion Inn 
1612 Sisk Rd. • Modesto 

Club Meeting 
SEPTEMBER 15, 2013 

This month’s guest band is one of our club favorites, San 
Francisco based Natural Gas Jazz Band. 
 
The NGJB is strongly  
imprinted with the influences 
of its late San Francisco 
friends, jazz legends Lu 
Watters and Turk Murphy.   
Former Murphy and Watters 
sidemen have been longtime 
NGJB players as well as  
frequent substitutes. Its book 
is also rich with the music of 
Jelly Roll Morton, Bix  
Beiderbecke, Fats Waller, 
and others.  We can expect 
to hear stomps, blues, rags, marches, spirituals, and dances 
of all moods and tempos. 
 

(NGJB Continued on page 2) 
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Riding on the popularity of its music, the NGJB members have 
become internationally known ambassadors of jazz.  Their 
travels have taken them from coast to coast and border to  
border in the U.S.  In addition to cruise ship gigs in Mexican 
and Caribbean waters, the band has played in Alaska,  
Canada, Mexico, Scotland, England, Holland, Japan, Hong 
Kong, and Australia. Making history in a 1989 post-glasnost 
tour of the USSR, Natural Gas JB was the first American jazz 
band to play in Siberia.   France and Germany with its  
Oktoberfest in Munich joined the list in 1997.  The Guinness 
Cork Jazz Festival was the international highlight of a 1998 
Ireland tour, and in 1999 the NGJB brand of jazz was  
showcased at the Shanghai International Jazz Festival in 
China. New Zealand and Tasmania heard the jazz of the  
Gassers in 2001, and in April 2002, they were featured at  
Germany's prestigious Dresden International Dixieland  
Festival.  That jazz tour also included Prague, Vienna, and 
Budapest. The Edinburgh Jazz & Blues Festival hosted the 
band in August, 2003.  This event was followed by a  
two-week jazz tour of England. Switzerland and Italy hosted 
the Gassers in 2005. Scandinavia, including the Gothenburg 
Festival, was visited in 2007. In 2009 the band made their 3rd 
visit to Australia and April, 2011 saw them on tour in Spain. 
 
With NGJB since the early '70s are cornetist Phil Crumley 
(retired periodontist), drummer Warren Perry (lawyer), and 
soprano saxophonist Bob Murphy (music student, teacher, 
and performer).  Trombonist Bill Carson (retired physician) 
has brought his many years of experience with the popular 
Professor Plum's Jazz into the Gassers' organization. Pianist 
Rich Owens (hazardous materials professional) brought his 
high-energy improvisations to the group and has created 
some outstanding musical inter-actions in the  
ensemble.  Banjoist Carl Lunsford, formerly with the Turk 
Murphy Jazz Band and tuba player Jim Brennan, with many 
years experience with many bands, round out the personnel. 

(NGJB Continued from page 1) 
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MISSION STATEMENT 
The purpose of the 

MODESTO TRADITIONAL JAZZ SOCIETY 
 

To preserve & promote our unique American 
National music treasure for future generations, 
 
To give jazz musicians opportunities to share 
their talent with appreciative audiences, 
 
To encourage youth to learn & to continue the 
original American art form of playing jazz. 

 
 
 

2013-14 
Board Members 

 
 

President 
Jan Leer 

209-985-2223 
 

Vice-President 
Mary Menz  
(Ex-Officio) 

 

Secretary 
Becky Sharp 

 
Treasurer 

Nicky Richardson-Ikpo 
 

Music Director 
See President 
209-985-2223 

 

Membership Director 
Rozetta McNulty 

209-408-0927 
 

Publicity Director 
Jeannie Wemken 

(Publicity) 
209-524-3517 

 

Members at Large 
Norma Brewster 
David Livingston 

209-606-2056 
Forrest Jackson 

Elinor Purdy 
 
 
 
 
 

Next Board Meeting 
Sept 24, 7 p.m. 
@ Jan’s Place 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Modesto Traditional Jazz Society 

  

Annual Membership includes subscription and postage 
to the monthly newsletter, Jazzette. 

 

 FAMILY  $30    SINGLE  $20 
 

 NEW   RENEWAL    CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
 

Date: _______________  
 
Name: ___________________________________ 
 
Address: _________________________________ 
 
City: __________________  State: ____________ 
 
Zip: ___________ Phone: ___________________ 
 
E-Mail: __________________________________ 

 
 

 I am enclosing an additional $_______  
  for the MTJS General Fund. 
 

 I am enclosing an additional $_______ 
  for  the Youth Band Scholarship Fund. 
 

 I am interested in volunteering for 
 Club functions. 
 

PLEASE MAIL TO:  
MTJS c/o Rozetta McNulty 

310 Sherwood Court 
Modesto, CA 95350  

Thank you for your help in keeping Traditional Jazz alive! 

 Jazzette 
Vol. 32 No. 6 
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Many thanks to all the members who donated additional money,  
either by mail or at the door.  

Thanks Helping Keep Jazz Alive 

ATTENTION FRIENDS 
If you know of someone who is ill, celebrated a birthday or could use some cheering up, 

contact Jeannie Wemken at 524-3517. 

— Jan Leer, President, MTJS 

that perform here.  Sue was quite pleased that  
Anthony stepped up, and so was the Board. Again, 
thanks to Sue, for all she has done as a Board  
Member and Music Director.  She has already booked 
bands through December, and has given us her book 
filled with contacts and offered to help in any way she 
can. 
 

Everyone can keep posted with our club activities, as 
always, on facebook and at our website,  
modestodixieland.com. If you haven’t already been 
there, be sure to check us out and “like us!”  If you 
have any positive contributions or suggestions about 
either, please let us know. 
 

Remember the Club meeting will be Sunday,  
September 15th, with the first jam set beginning at 
12:00 Noon. We always welcome new jammers.  
Please enjoy the good friendships and entertainment, 
but also enjoy the food and drink service that the 
Clarion offers, as that is our only way of showing 
them our appreciation for the use of their facility.  
Last month we had a new waitress and she did a fine 
job. Please remember to thank her for all her hard 
work. On Sunday, bring a friend, put on your dancin’ 
shoes and come on down. 
 
Next Board Meeting:  Our next Board Meeting will be  
Tuesday, September 24, 2013, 7 PM at Jan’s Place.                               

(Musically Speaking Continued from page 4) 
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The secret to creativity is knowing how to hide 
your sources  - Albert Einstein 
 

My secret to creativity is to start thinking about the 
topic way before deadlines. I hate deadlines. My 
imagination still needs long, inefficient, happy idling, 
dawdling, puttering, and mood setting time.  Maybe 
this is why I have never been able to solo or take a 
chorus in a tune.  My brain just doesn’t work that fast.  
Years ago when my girls were in school, before we all 
had computers, we would spend hours at the public 
library searching book after book of quotes looking for 
just the right one for a speech or paper.  Now, that is 
so many times easier with Google and Yahoo search!  
They cut my dawdling time in half.  I can fill my idling 
and puttering time with other activities.  But, alas 
David and Norma subtly remind me that I have a 
deadline for this column, so I must crank up my 
imagination and create something to report to our 
membership.  And, this is when I start hitting my 
“hidden” sources. 
 

Thanks to everyone that came out last month to hear 
the Fog City Stompers perform some great tunes. 
Their play list included some great old tunes and  
several new creative arrangements. The second set 
was mainly Bix Beiderbecke and that was really a 
treat.  The August jam sets were very creative also.  
Our vice president, Mary Menz made her debut on 
piano and with some coaching from Martin Martinez 
on tenor sax in the first set, she did an outstanding 
job.  I certainly hope she will continue to play with us. 

(Musically Speaking Continued on page 4) 

Musically Speaking 
President’s Message 
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Another first, Corky Franklin, who usually stops by 
to play drums, brought in her vibes, and was terrific! 
Don Rees came in, but was not feeling well and 
needed to leave.  We sure hope he is feeling better 
and will be able to join us this month.  Also had some 
help from Becky Sharp on vocal and trumpet,  
Anthony on drums, and some of the Stompers. 
 

Our attendance numbers were low again in August, 
but we continue to have several membership renewals 
and some welcome donations.  The raffles have been 
outstanding, thanks to members that have been  
contributing creative prizes.  We make enough to 
cover our guest bands and the newsletter  
expenses, but there are always extra expenses for the 
club treasury each month. 
 

September brings back an old club favorite, San  
Francisco based, Natural Gas Jazz Band. Lead by 
Phil Crumley since the early 70s, the NGJB is strongly 
imprinted with the influences of its late San Francisco 
friends and jazz legends.  The band members have 
years of experience and have many loyal fans that 
come every year to hear them when they perform in 
Modesto. The listeners and dancers can expect to 
hear stomps, blues, rags, marches, spirituals, and 
dances of all moods and tempos. 
 

As I mentioned last month, our music director, Sue 
Eastman, regretfully submitted her resignation and 
we began a search for someone to replace her.  We 
did not have to search too far because, Anthony  
Palazuelos volunteered to fill her position on the 
MTJS Board.  Anthony has been doing sound and 
playing drums with the club for several years, so he 
has met and worked with many of the guest bands 

(Musically Speaking Continued from page 3) 

(Musically Speaking Continued on page 10) 
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The club board has decided to run the monthly expenses to show the  
membership how money is spent each month. 

 

MODESTO TRADITIONAL JAZZ SOCIETY 
 

Income / Expense 
_08/01/13 — 09/01/13 

 
Your Dues are  

important to the 
Jazz Society. 
Thank You! 

Income:  $633.00 
Admissions:  $218.00 
Membership  
 (Renewals):  $200.00 
Raffle 
 (Club):   $125.00 
 (Special):  $40.00 
Donations 
 (Club):   $20.00 
 

Expenses:  $741.69 
Guest band:  $600.00 
Jazzette Expenses: $141.69 
 

Net Loss:  $138.69 

Advertise in the Jazzette! Help 
support your Jazz Society! 

 
1/10 page — $5 
1 1/2" x 2 1/4" 

 
Business card — $10 

2" x 3 1/2" 
 

1/5 page — $15 
1 1/2" x 4 3/4" 

 
1/2 page — $25 
3 3/4" x 4 3/4" 

 
Full Page — $40 

7 1/2" x 4 3/4" 
 

For more information,  
email the newsletter editor at 

Jazzette@modestodixieland.com 

Jazzette Ad Rates 

News You Can Use About Traditional Jazz and Ragtime 
One Year: $26 U.S. — Canadian $48 U.S.* 
Two Year: $48 U.S. — Canadian $92 U.S.* 

(*) Includes Airmail Delivery 
Make check payable to: The American Rag 

20137 Skyline Ranch Dr., Apple Valley, CA 92308-5035 
Phone: 760-247-5145 

Name: ______________________________ 
Address: ____________________________ 
City: ___________________  State: ______ 
Phone: ______________   Zip+4: ________ 
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THE RIPON ARTS LEAGUE 
Announces its 2013-2014 Season 

 
Thursday, September 19th — Jason Coleman 

Playing the music of Floyd Cramer 
 

Tuesday, October 22nd — Tom Rigney & Flambeau 
Zydeco, Cajun, Blues, Jazz 

 

Thursday, November 21st — Swingin' Blue Stars 
Music of the 40's & 50's 

 

January 21st — Knight Sounds 
Big band music 

 

Tuesday, March 25th — Richard Glazier 
Piano music of Broadway 

 
Individual membership ... $30 for all 5 concerts. 

Program information (209) 599-3223 
Membership information (209) 599-3476 

Admission Prices 
(Effective January 1, 2012) 

Jazz Society Members:  $8                  
Guests:  $12 
Guest Band Musicians and 1 (one) Band Companion:  No charge 
Performing Jam Musicians:  No Charge    
All Jammer Companion/Spouse:  $2 

 

RH AIR CONDITIONING 
(209) 522-1000 

 
MEMBER BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU. 

LICENSES 626616 
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Special thanks to Becky Sharp 
for capturing the event. 

 
For more photos, go to our online photo gallery at 

www.modestojazz.com/clubphotos/ 
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