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Traditional Jazz at Modesto Clarion Inn 
1612 Sisk Rd. • Modesto 

Club Meeting 
OCTOBER 20, 2013 

If you're looking for jazz  
excitement on a sled, look no  
further. The bouncy Catsnjammer 
Jazz Band has been one of the  
Sacramento area's most popular 
groups since its formation in 1980, 
and they are thrilled to be  
returning to their adopted home, 
Modesto, at Holiday time, no less! 
Sometimes the fates smile on even 
the reprobates.  

The combination of show tunes and traditional jazz has kept the band 
a favorite around Northern California and beyond. The Cats' uplifting 
music will elevate the spirits of even the Scroogiest of Scrooges. 

Der Jammerband's big songbook contains top notch traditional New 
Orleans and San Francisco-style jazz — plus an occasional  
contemporary tune. You'll hear everything from early 1900s tunes down 
through the Beatles. Unlike many early-style jazz bands, this band 
never forgets to "mix it up" now and again. 

(CATS Continued on page 2) 
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Over the years, the Catsnjammer Jazz Band has evolved  
considerably and just keeps getting better and better.  

The seven-piece Catsnjammer Jazz Band performed regularly for 
years around Sacramento and at clubs and festivals as far away as  
Canada and Las Vegas. The five-piece incarnation has turned up in 
places like Brownie's Lounge on St. Paddy's day and on a barge on  
Folsom Lake. The band, over the past several years, has continued to 
grow as a highly disciplined, and if not restrained, at least responsible 
organization. It is featured each year at the Sacramento Jazz Jubilee. 
Some years ago, the Catsnjammers were chosen to represent the  
Sacramento Jubilee on Good Morning America, and ABC is still on the 
air. 

The band's most recent CD is Live! at the Sudwerk!, and they have 
three other successful albums: Live! at Shakey's, Live! on the Delta 
King, and Live! at Laughs Unlimited. The band played weekends at 
Shakey's Pizza, the Delta King riverboat, and Laughs Unlimited  
comedy club for about five years each. 

This is a hot band, and they have over 300 tunes in their arsenal, so 
there surely should be nary a dull moment. Get out and shake your tail 
feather or just kick back and enjoy! 

(NGJB Continued from page 1) 
 

A thank-you letter from a student we sponsored.  This is one major 
part of the mission statement for MTJS:  To encourage youth to learn 
and to continue the original American art form of playing jazz. 
 

Dear Modesto T.J.S., 
 

Thank you so much for the money for camp.  I attended the  
Mammoth Lakes Jazz Camp, under the direction of Bill Dendle, and 
lead an absolutely fantastic time.  It’s my understanding that part of 
the society’s mission is to preserve traditional jazz and if this is the 
case you all are doing a fine job at it!  The attendance at this year’s 
camp and festival was through the roof and I’m sure it’s because of 
organizations like yours funding youth participation.  So thank you 
not only for giving me this once in a lifetime opportunity, but also for 
keeping jazz alive and well! 
 

Sincerely, 
Tim Kreis 
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MISSION STATEMENT 
The purpose of the 

MODESTO TRADITIONAL JAZZ SOCIETY 
 

To preserve & promote our unique American 
National music treasure for future generations, 
 
To give jazz musicians opportunities to share 
their talent with appreciative audiences, 
 
To encourage youth to learn & to continue the 
original American art form of playing jazz. 

 
 
 

2013-14 
Board Members 

 
 

President 
Jan Leer 

209-985-2223 
 

Vice-President 
Mary Menz  
(Ex-Officio) 

 

Secretary 
Becky Sharp 

 
Treasurer 

Nicky Richardson-Ikpo 
 

Music Director 
Antony Palazuelos 

209-985-2223 
 

Membership Director 
Rozetta McNulty 

209-408-0927 
 

Publicity Director 
Jeannie Wemken 

(Publicity) 
209-524-3517 

 

Members at Large 
Norma Brewster 
David Livingston 

209-606-2056 
Forrest Jackson 

Elinor Purdy 
 
 
 
 
 

Next Board Meeting 
Sept 24, 7 p.m. 
@ Jan’s Place 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Modesto Traditional Jazz Society 

  

Annual Membership includes subscription and postage 
to the monthly newsletter, Jazzette. 

 

 FAMILY  $30    SINGLE  $20 
 

 NEW   RENEWAL    CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
 

Date: _______________  
 
Name: ___________________________________ 
 
Address: _________________________________ 
 
City: __________________  State: ____________ 
 
Zip: ___________ Phone: ___________________ 
 
E-Mail: __________________________________ 

 
 

 I am enclosing an additional $_______  
  for the MTJS General Fund. 
 

 I am enclosing an additional $_______ 
  for  the Youth Band Scholarship Fund. 
 

 I am interested in volunteering for 
 Club functions. 
 

PLEASE MAIL TO:  
MTJS c/o Rozetta McNulty 

310 Sherwood Court 
Modesto, CA 95350  

Thank you for your help in keeping Traditional Jazz alive! 

 Jazzette 
Vol. 32 No. 7 
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Many thanks to all the members who donated additional money,  
either by mail or at the door.  

Thanks Helping Keep Jazz Alive 

ATTENTION FRIENDS 
If you know of someone who is ill, celebrated a birthday or could use some cheering up, 

contact Jeannie Wemken at 524-3517. 

— Jan Leer, President, MTJS 

work. On Sunday, bring a friend, put on your dancin’ shoes and 
come on down. One last item… be aware… there’s a Gnu Jazz 
Band in town, and they will be performing for the second jam set at 
the November meeting.  Don’t miss it! 

 
When witches go riding and black cats are seen,  

We’re all very sure that it’s soon Halloween…  
Near graveyards we may hear a ghostly greeting,  

So eat, drink, and be scary at the  
October Jazz Meeting! 

 
Next Board Meeting:  Our next Board Meeting will be Mon-

day, November 25, 2013, 7PM at Jan’s Place.                                             

(Musically Speaking Continued from page 4) 
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Three vampires walk into a bar. 
The waitress comes up to them and asks them 

what they'll have. ? 
The first vampire says,  "I'll have a glass of O Positive." 

The second vampire says, "I'll have a glass of AB Negative."   
The third vampire says, "I'm the designated driver.  I'll just 

have a glass of plasma." 
The waitress turns toward the bartender and yells,  

"Gimme two bloods and one blood lite!" 
 

Members and friends came from far around last month to listen 
and dance to Phil Crumley’s Natural Gas Jazz Band and also to 
enjoy some great jam sets. There were many familiar jammers, but 
some new faces too.  This month some more old friends are  
planning to join the jammers.  Also, this month we are offering you 
the opportunity to suggest some bands you would like to see next 
year.  Time is limited, as Anthony would like to start making  
contacts.  Included in this newsletter is list of bands that have  
performed for our club meetings over the past two years.  Circle a 
few you would like to see and hear again.  Also, there will be a flyer 
available to make other choices.  Give your responses to Anthony or 
one of the Board Members on Sunday.  Please  
remember, to secure some of the bands, we may need additional 
help from sponsors. 

 
Our music has been outstanding, however, our  

attendance continues to be low.  In order to get a more accurate 
headcount, we would like all of our attendees to sign in at the front 
desk.  Whether you are a member, a guest, a jammer, or a transient 
off the street, please sign in! 

 
Thanks to everyone who has been bringing  

contributions that help out with the meeting. We have been given 
(Musically Speaking Continued on page 4) 

Musically Speaking 
President’s Message 
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some welcome monetary contributions lately from our members.  
Last month we received some nice donations from Art Gingrich, Ev 
& Dee Hamilton, Anna Leonesio and Ann Fosco, to help with  
expenses and the hiring of bands for next year. Thank you, thank 
you, thank you! The raffles have been outstanding, thanks to  
members that have been contributing creative prizes, especially 
those that donate something most every month!  It would nice to 
emphasize a Fall/Halloween theme for the October meeting and I 
welcome everyone to appear in costume if they are so inclined. Get 
a FREE raffle ticket if you come in costume. Get a FREE ticket if 
you bring a raffle prize.  Last month we gave Lois and Tony a 
FREE ticket for being the first dancers out on the floor, so come 
early with your dancing shoes on. 

 
Speaking of dancing, if you are looking for jazz  

excitement, we have a great band this month for your listening and 
dancing pleasure.  Our guest band is an all-time favorite at MTJS, 
featuring many of our favorite musicians.  The bouncy  
Catsnjammer Jazz Band has been one of the Sacramento area's 
most popular groups since its formation in 1980s, and it is returning 
to its adopted home, Modesto. Over the years, the Catsnjammer Jazz 
Band has evolved considerably, and just keeps getting better and  
better.  For sure, you will enjoy their performance 

 
Everyone can keep posted with our club activities, as always, on 

facebook and at our website, modestodixieland.com. If you haven’t 
already been there, be sure to check us out and “like us!”  If you 
have any positive contributions or suggestions about either, please 
let us know.  Hopefully, the band survey will be posted there soon. 

 
Remember the Club meeting will be Sunday, October 20th, 

with the first jam set beginning at 12:00 Noon. We always welcome 
new jammers.  Please enjoy the good friendships and entertainment, 
but also enjoy the food and drink service that the Clarion offers, as 
that is our only way of showing them our appreciation for the use of 
their facility. Please remember to thank your server for all her hard 

(Musically Speaking Continued from page 3) 

(Musically Speaking Continued on page 10) 
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The club board has decided to run the monthly expenses to show the  
membership how money is spent each month. 

 

MODESTO TRADITIONAL JAZZ SOCIETY 
 

Income / Expense 
_09/01/13 — 10/01/13 

 
Your Dues are  

important to the 
Jazz Society. 
Thank You! 

Income:  $688.69 
Admissions:  $246.00 
Membership  
 (Renewals):  $110.00 
Raffle 
 (Club):   $120.00 
Donations 
 (Club):   $212.69 
 

Expenses:  $797.84 
Guest band:  $600.00 
Jazzette Expenses: $112.84 
Piano Tuning:  $85.00 
 

Net Loss:  $109.15 

Advertise in the Jazzette! Help 
support your Jazz Society! 

 
1/10 page — $5 
1 1/2" x 2 1/4" 

 
Business card — $10 

2" x 3 1/2" 
 

1/5 page — $15 
1 1/2" x 4 3/4" 

 
1/2 page — $25 
3 3/4" x 4 3/4" 

 
Full Page — $40 

7 1/2" x 4 3/4" 
 

For more information,  
email the newsletter editor at 

Jazzette@modestodixieland.com 

Jazzette Ad Rates 

News You Can Use About Traditional Jazz and Ragtime 
One Year: $26 U.S. — Canadian $48 U.S.* 
Two Year: $48 U.S. — Canadian $92 U.S.* 

(*) Includes Airmail Delivery 
Make check payable to: The American Rag 

20137 Skyline Ranch Dr., Apple Valley, CA 92308-5035 
Phone: 760-247-5145 

Name: ______________________________ 
Address: ____________________________ 
City: ___________________  State: ______ 
Phone: ______________   Zip+4: ________ 
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THE RIPON ARTS LEAGUE 
Announces its 2013-2014 Season 

 
Tuesday, October 22nd — Tom Rigney & Flambeau 

Zydeco, Cajun, Blues, Jazz 
 

Thursday, November 21st — Swingin' Blue Stars 
Music of the 40's & 50's 

 

January 21st — Knight Sounds 
Big band music 

 

Tuesday, March 25th — Richard Glazier 
Piano music of Broadway 

 
Individual membership ... $30 for all 5 concerts. 

Program information (209) 599-3223 
Membership information (209) 599-3476 

Admission Prices 
(Effective January 1, 2012) 

Jazz Society Members:  $8                  
Guests:  $12 
Guest Band Musicians and 1 (one) Band Companion:  No charge 
Performing Jam Musicians:  No Charge    
All Jammer Companion/Spouse:  $2 
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Special thanks to Forrest Jackson for capturing the event. 
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