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Traditional Jazz at Modesto Clarion Inn 
1612 Sisk Rd. • Modesto 

Club Meeting 
FEBRUARY 16, 2014 

 
 
From new faces to old  

friends. February’s guest 
band is Black Tuesday.  

 
The Black Tuesday Jazz 
Band has entertained  
audiences throughout California 
and Nevada since the early 
1990's.  Black Tuesday is a 
high energy Jazz Band holding to its original promise, “fun music is 
our thing”.  This formula has kept the Black Tuesday Jazz Band 
busy all around California and Nevada carrying the jazz banner to 
concert audiences and in casual settings and club engagements. 
  
Black Tuesday has a smooth and unique style of jazz and swing 
through the versatility of its musicians, some of whom play multiple 
instruments. This talented group of eight musicians has worked on 

(Black Tuesday Continued on page 2) 
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improving their style and sound by varying the instrumental mix  
depending on the audience and the era of music played.  Black  
Tuesday performs renditions of your favorite good-time tunes, as 
well as some of the great music from Louis Armstrong, Duke  
Ellington, Fats Waller, Sidney Bechet, Jelly Roll Morton, Clyde 
McCoy, Hoagy Carmichael, in addition to original jazz tunes.   
 
Black Tuesday has one of the top Divas of the 
Sacramento area, Suzanne Wiggins, who  
captures audiences singing favorites from Ethel 
Waters, Billie Holiday and Muriel Lane.  This 
entertaining band provides a variety of high 
energy jazz whenever good-time music is a 
must. 
 
With the untimely passing of Hal Needham last 
year, Dave Johnson has been sitting in on the 
trumpet chair.  
 
 

(Black Tuesday Continued from page 1) 
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MISSION STATEMENT 
The purpose of the 

MODESTO TRADITIONAL JAZZ SOCIETY 
 

To preserve & promote our unique American 
National music treasure for future generations, 
 
To give jazz musicians opportunities to share 
their talent with appreciative audiences, 
 
To encourage youth to learn & to continue the 
original American art form of playing jazz. 

 
 
 

2014 
Board Members 

 
 

President 
Jan Leer 

209-985-2223 
 

Vice-President 
Mary Menz  
(Ex-Officio) 

 

Secretary 
Becky Sharp 

 
Treasurer 

Nicky Richardson-Ikpo 
 

Music Director 
209-985-2223 

 

Membership Director 
Rozetta McNulty 

209-408-0927 
 

Publicity Director 
Jeannie Wemken 

(Publicity) 
209-524-3517 

 

Members at Large 
Norma Brewster 
David Livingston 

209-606-2056 
Forrest Jackson 

Elinor Purdy 
 
 
 
 
 

Next Board Meeting 
Jan 28, 7 p.m. 
@ Jan’s Place 

MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION 
Modesto Traditional Jazz Society 

  

Annual Membership includes subscription and postage 
to the monthly newsletter, Jazzette. 

 

 FAMILY  $30    SINGLE  $20 
 

 NEW   RENEWAL    CHANGE OF ADDRESS 
 

Date: _______________  
 
Name: ___________________________________ 
 
Address: _________________________________ 
 
City: __________________  State: ____________ 
 
Zip: ___________ Phone: ___________________ 
 
E-Mail: __________________________________ 

 
 

 I am enclosing an additional $_______  
  for the MTJS General Fund. 
 

 I am enclosing an additional $_______ 
  for  the Youth Band Scholarship Fund. 
 

 I am interested in volunteering for 
 Club functions. 
 

PLEASE MAIL TO:  
MTJS c/o Rozetta McNulty 

310 Sherwood Court 
Modesto, CA 95350  

Thank you for your help in keeping Traditional Jazz alive! 

 Jazzette 
Vol. 32 No. 11 
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Many thanks to all the members who donated additional money,  
either by mail or at the door.  

Thanks Helping Keep Jazz Alive 

ATTENTION FRIENDS 
If you know of someone who is ill, celebrated a birthday or could use some cheering up, 

contact Jeannie Wemken at 524-3517. 

Some places to hear Jazz in Modesto 

Every Wednesday Night: 
The Creole Jazz Kings, 6-9 p.m., at the Clarion Hotel, 1612 Sisk 
Rd. 
 
Every Thursday Night: 
The Dave Dow Jam Session, 7-9 p.m., at The Barking Dog, 940 
11th Street. 
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I just knew you would be wondering 
how many U.S. Presidents played 
musical instruments.  According to 
my research: 13. While George 
Washington doesn’t make the list, 
Abe Lincoln does, and here they are 
along with a few other interesting 
facts: 
 

Thomas Jefferson (1743 – 1826) Third president of the United 
States, drafted the Declaration of Independence, and played the 
Violin & Cello. 

John Quincy Adams (1767 – 1848) The sixth president of the 
United States formulated the Monroe Doctrine, and played the 
Flute. 

John Tyler (1790-1862) The tenth president of the United States 
was the first Vice President to be elevated to the office of President 
by the death of his predecessor, played the violin. 

Abraham Lincoln (1809-1865) The sixteenth president of the 
United States issued the Emancipation Proclamation and played the 
Violin. 

Chester Alan Arthur (1829 – 1886) Became the 21st president of 
the United States following the assassination of President James A. 
Garfield. He played the Banjo. 

Franklin Roosevelt (1882-1945) The 32nd President of the United 
States and the fifth cousin to President Theodore Roosevelt, played 
the piano and sang soprano in his school choir. 

Woodrow Wilson (1856 – 1924) The 28th president of the United 
States and creator of the League of Nations, played the Violin and 
sang tenor in his college glee club. 

(Musically Speaking Continued on page 4) 

Musically Speaking 
President’s Message 
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Warren Harding (1865-1923) The 29th president of the United 
States organized the Citizen’s Cornet Band, available for both  
Republican and Democratic rallies. He once remarked that, “I 
played every instrument but the slide trombone and the E-flat cor-
net.” 

Calvin Coolidge (1872-1933) The 30th president of the United 
States was determined to preserve old moral and economic precepts 
amid American prosperity. He played the harmonica. 

Harry Truman (1884 – 1972) The 33rd president of the United 
States who served during the conclusion of World War II, played the 
piano. 

Richard Nixon (1913 – 1994) The 37th president of the United 
States, who ended American fighting in Viet Nam and later resigned 
from office in the aftermath of the Watergate Scandal, was a  
classically trained pianist and also played the accordion. 

Ronald Reagan (1911-2004) The 40th president of the United 
States implemented the Reagan Revolution, which aimed to  
reinvigorate the American people and reduce their reliance upon 
Government.  He played the harmonica. 

Bill Clinton (born 1946) The 42nd president of the United States 
and the first Democratic president since Franklin D. Roosevelt to 
win a second term, plays the saxophone. 

George W. Bush (born 1946) The 43rd president is said to have 
been seen playing bongos in high school (I didn’t count this one). 

President Barack Obama (born 1961) The 44th president told  
Barbara Walters in an interview for ABC's 20/20,  "I deeply regret 
not having learned a musical instrument." 

Moving on…everyone that attended the January meeting was  
entertained by an outstanding group lead by Kristy and John  
Cocuzzi.  They will certainly be on our list of favorites for future 
meetings.  They came with high recommendations, and certainly 

(Musically Speaking Continued from page 3) 

(Musically Speaking Continued on page 5) 
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MODESTO TRADITIONAL JAZZ SOCIETY 
Monthly Expense Report 

 

Income / Expense 
_0101/14 — 02/01/14 

 
Your Jazz Society 
Dues help support 

Live Jazz in  
Modesto. 

Thank You! 

Income:  $643.00 
Admissions:  $283.00 
Membership 
 (New):   $40.00 
Membership  
 (Renewals):  $90.00 
Raffle 
 (Club):   $156.00 
Special Raffle (Club): $27.00 
Donations 
 (Bands):  $74.00 
 

Expenses:  $717.79 
Guest band (Club): $600.00 
Jazzette Expenses: $117.70 
 
Net Loss:  $74.79 

Advertise in the Jazzette! Help 
support your Jazz Society! 

 
1/10 page — $5 
1 1/2" x 2 1/4" 

 
Business card — $10 

2" x 3 1/2" 
 

1/5 page — $15 
1 1/2" x 4 3/4" 

 
1/2 page — $25 
3 3/4" x 4 3/4" 

 
Full Page — $40 

7 1/2" x 4 3/4" 
 

For more information,  
email the newsletter editor at 

Jazzette@modestodixieland.com 

Jazzette Ad Rates 

News You Can Use About Traditional Jazz and Ragtime 
One Year: $26 U.S. — Canadian $48 U.S.* 
Two Year: $48 U.S. — Canadian $92 U.S.* 

(*) Includes Airmail Delivery 
Make check payable to: The American Rag 

20137 Skyline Ranch Dr., Apple Valley, CA 92308-5035 
Phone: 760-247-5145 

Name: ______________________________ 
Address: ____________________________ 
City: ___________________  State: ______ 
Phone: ______________   Zip+4: ________ 
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Admission Prices 
(Effective January 1, 2012) 

Jazz Society Members:  $8                  
Guests:  $12 
Guest Band Musicians and 1 (one) Band Companion:  No charge 
Performing Jam Musicians:  No Charge    
All Jammer Companion/Spouse:  $2 

Hi Jazzers, we seem to be short of raffle prizes recently - can you help? 
Any items you have would be appreciated, we could put  
several items together to create a prize. Themed items (such as 4th of July, 
Thanksgiving, etc.) would be great! Half of our raffle money sends youth 
to jazz camp, as per our mission statement.  The other half goes toward 
hiring bands we all enjoy! Give any items to Ellie or Jan, or leave them at 
the font desk. Thanks so much for you help! 
 

Elinor Purdy, Board Member At Large 

A Reminder from the good folks at the Clarion Inn 
 
There is always a $62 rate set up 

for any attendees, staff or  
performers who mention to the 

front desk that there is a rate for 
Modesto Jazz Society.  
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made it worth recording the play-off game so we could enjoy them. 

Thanks to all our members and friends that brought items for the  
Valentine raffle.  This month if anyone wishes to be creative and 
generous we will plan on a President’s Day, raffle.  All things  
Presidential or Patriotic are encouraged, but any contribution is much 
appreciated.  This is our only club fundraiser. 
 

For our February meeting, the club will enjoy the return of Black 
Tuesday Jazz Band. They have entertained audiences throughout 
California and Nevada since the early 1990s.  The band is now under 
the leadership of Dominic Ruggieri.  They promise to hold true their 
motto, “Fun music is our thing.” 
 

Remember, there are three jam sets each meeting, and anyone that 
enjoys playing Traditional Jazz or Dixieland is welcome to join the 
jam sets. If you are unable to stay for the entire afternoon, let us 
know ahead, so we can make sure you get to play or sing.  Many 
thanks to everyone that showed for the January jam sets.  
 

Sign in please:  
Thank you in advance for signing in at the front table so we don’t 
miss anyone.  Some of us are very busy, so make sure we know you 
are here!  If you haven’t been to a meeting in a while please be sure 
that your dues are current and all your information is up to date.  
Thanks! 
 

Next Club Meeting:  
Our next Club Meeting will be Sunday, February 16th with the first 
jam set at noon. Put on you dancin’ shoes, bring a friend, and come 
on down to the Clarion to hear Black Tuesday Jazz Band.  Be sure 
to find us on Facebook and check out our website for more  
information about the meeting. 
 

Next Board Meeting:  
Our next Board Meeting will be Tuesday, March 25, 2014, 7 PM, at 
Jan’s Place.  

]tÇ _xxÜ? cÜxá|wxÇà  

(Musically Speaking Continued from page 4) 
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Special thanks to Forrest Jackson for capturing the event. 
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